FAMILY PAGE: BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED

In the eighth beatitude, Jesus foreshadowed the problems his followers would face if they lived out this
upside-down kingdom where the powerless are blessed. Sometimes when we make courageous choices,
we will endure criticism, scrutiny, mockery, and sometimes even retaliation from people who do not desire
change. One of the best ways for grown-ups to support children is to bear the heaviest burden of social
change. We want our children to know that their community shares the weight of the world's problems. Ask
your children for their opinions and advice: what courageous choices should your grown-ups be making right
now? What about teachers? Doctors? Business owners”? When we ask for their perspectives and creativity,
we allow children to drive our mission, but we also partner with them to bear the responsibility for the work.

A huge crowd of people followed Jesus. He saw their hurts and pains and cared for them in many ways. He led
them to a mountain and told them about God’s kingdom. You can think of a “kingdom” as the way the world
works or is set up. In God’s kingdom, there is abundance: more than enough honor, food, money, love, power,
and resources for everyone to thrive.

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” People who followed Jesus didn’t have much voice or power. But when they worked together for a
fairer way 1o live, their voice and power got stronger. And when they gathered in large groups to work toward
a better, healthier life for everyone, the people in power felt afraid and threatened. Once, when Jesus was
teaching about God’s kingdom, he saw a woman who had been ill for a long time! He had mercy and healed
her. But a religious leader was upset with Jesus because he believed Jesus had broken one of the sabbath
laws by healing her. Jesus responded by saying God wants all people to be set free and to be whole! That is
the purpose of those laws. Other religious leaders came to Jesus and told him to leave immediately! Roman
rulers wanted to kill Jesus because they did not want change in their government or their power. They liked
making all the decisions, getting richer and more powerful, and did not care what happened to everyone else.

When people challenged those systems, they faced a fight. Sometimes Jesus’ followers were put in jail, made
to leave their country, or shamed by their communities. This is persecution. It’'s when people are treated badly
and unfairly, especially because of their race, identity, or beliefs. Jesus told them when you work to bring
God's kingdom on earth, you can expect there to be people who react harshly. Even though this is really hard
to face and experience, Jesus tells his followers persecution is a normal part of living out God’s love. You are
actually blessed as a result of people persecuting you.

Dear Jesus, With you before us, beside us, and within us, we can face anything. Please give us
courage and strength to keep following you, even when others don’t understand or harm us. We pray for
all your children, including those who persecute people for following your way. Amen.
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