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   THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                               Church Phone:  (440) 238-6697 

(Congregational)                                                                                                             Email:  StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com 

Website:  www.strongsvilleucc.com 13740 Pearl Road                                                                                                             
Strongsville, Ohio  44136                                                                                                            

Rev. Heidi Denman McDougall                                                                                           

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. (+online)                                                                        Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A P R I L    2 0 2 5    N E W S L E T T E R 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Jesus said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 

what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard 

seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 

planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, 

with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.”  

–Mark 4:30-32 

Once upon a time. . . . 

There was a right-sized church, smack dab in the center 

of town. The people of this church, big and small, old and 

young, all came together on Sunday mornings and 

worshipped God with their voices, their hearts and their 

hands. They were glad to be together; they welcomed 

visitors like family, and soon, the visitors became family. 

People began to notice how much this right-sized church 

really loved one another: they offered a meal every 

Wednesday to anyone who came hungry; they supported 

one another through challenging times; they donated 

clothes and other things so folks who had little could 

finally have enough. And people wanted to join with this 

right-sized church in their mission of Love. Soon, friends 

and strangers alike were making this corner of the world 

shine with the Light of the Christ that cannot be 

overcome by even the darkest night. Each brought their 

own small candle; each candle made a difference.  

Their Love for the Christ continued to spread beyond the 

church, helping folks who needed a boost with rent or 

utilities; offering folks rides to appointments; cooking  

meals for those who were unable to do so for 

themselves. Those seeds of Love take root and grow . . . 

and grow . . . and grow.  

Some people think the Resurrection story about a God 

who loves everyone enough to become human, suffer 

and die to teach us how to love one another is little more 

than a fairy tale or bedtime story. But we know God‟s 

Spirit is whispering gently in our hearts, reminding each 

one of us that we are perfect and beloved in the eyes of 

Almighty God, just the way we are. It may seem dark 

right now. Lent is a perfect time for wondering, pondering 

and reflection. But hang on--  Easter is coming!  

Peace, Love and Promise, 

Pastor Heidi 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 – 10 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy 

Communion 

Greeter: Linda Plain 

Liturgist: Elaine Coffey 

Special Music: Chancel Choir 

Special Guest Speaker: Rev. Pat Jefferis  
------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13 – 10 a.m. 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

Greeter: Bobbie Krisak 

Liturgist: Sandy O’Shea 

Special Music: Children’s Choir/Choir 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17—7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Commemoration of the Last Supper 
-------------------------------------------------- 

FRIDAY, APRIL 18 – 8 p.m. GOOD FRIDAY 

Song of the Shadows at Columbia High School 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 – 10 a.m.  

Traditional Easter Worship 

Greeter:  Linda Plain 

Liturgist: Dave Williams 

Music: Chancel Choir, Bell Choir 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 – 10 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Easter 

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY 

PENNY SUNDAY 

Greeter: Judi Pavisich 

Liturgist: Mike Willis 

Special Music: Music Team 
========================================= 
PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video 
recorded each week and posted on our YouTube 

channel for all to enjoy. Just go to strongsvilleucc.com, 

go to Worship, and click on Service Videos. HERE’S 

THE LINK TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HM

nKORbXfQ/videos Thanks to Doug Thorn for posting 

these each week. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
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HOLY WEEK 
Sunday, April 13th   

Palm Sunday 
With the tradtional processional of 

the Palms 
 

Thursday, April 17th 
Maundy Thursday 

Worship service with Sacrament of Holy 

Communion in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. 

 
 

Friday, April 18th  
Good Friday 

 ―Song of the Shadows‖ at 8:15 p.m. 

Ecumenical collaboration 

At Columbia High School  
(14168 West River Road. Columbia Station, OH 44028) 

 

 
 

Sunday, April 20th  
Easter  

 
 

Easter Breakfast 8 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
 

Traditional Worship at 10 a.m. 
=========================================== 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE! 
As we seek to walk ever 
more closely with Jesus 
and welcome all without 

question or singling 
anyone out, we offer 

gluten-free bread to ALL 
who come forward to the Table for Holy Communion. ALL 

means ALL at The United Church of Christ 
(Congregational)!  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

A memorial service honoring the 

life of Lola S. Milhoane is 

scheduled for April 26, 2025 at 
11 a.m. at the church and 
followed with a luncheon in 
Pilgrim Hall.  
 

Our love and prayers are extended to 

Greg and Ingrid Dickson and Greg‟s 

mom, Betty Dickson, and the Dickson 

family on the death of John W. Dickson. 
John went home to the Lord on March 24, 
2025 at the age of 81. The funeral service 
will be held on April 9

th
 in Michigan. 

===================================== 

Mark your calendars now 
for the Diaconate’s 

Annual Wing Night! 
Friday, May 9th at 

Grindstone Tap House—start 
thinking of your basket ideas now! 
TICKETS are $25 & ON SALE NOW! 

==================================== 

BOOK STUDY--SISTERHOOD! 
On April 21

st
 at 7 p.m., Pastor 

Heidi and Linda Elkins will 
continue leading the study of a 
book called Sisterhood.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

PENNY SUNDAY.  
 Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to our March Penny 

Sunday. We collected $401.75 for Holy Joe’s 

Café, a ministry which sends coffee to 

deployed troops, as a 

means of facilitating 

conversations with 

military chaplains.  
Do you remember in September of 2023 when our 
Penny Sunday collected over $400 for New Life at 
Calvary Church, which was severely damaged by a 
tornado? Well, as of March 9, 2025, the 
congregation returned to worship in their sanctuary. 
New Life at Calvary sent us the update with their 
gratitude for helping to restore their worship space. 
 

Please save your coins, dollars, and checks (to 
UCC) for our next Penny Sunday, which will be on 

April 27, 2025 and go toward purchasing items for 
Laura‟s Home. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BE A GREETER! A new sign-up sheet in 

the Gathering Area is waiting for your name to 
be added as a greeter. No experience is 
necessary—we will show you everything you 
need to know. Being a greeter is a wonderful 
way to get to know people and  
welcome them to worship. 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
We will be welcoming our 
new members into our 

church rolls when Pastor 
Heidi returns. 

========================================= 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Please provide updates for this list to 

the church office. 
 

 

Long-Term Care or Homebound: Irene 
Jannsohn, Connie Rebar, Maggie Struhar 
 

Church Family: Serena Abruzzino, Judy 
Carte, Elaine Cofffey, Sam Cuyler Jr., Joe 
Hattery, Martha Hattery, Sue Hawk, Kay 
Konicek, Bobbie  & Wayne Krisak, Karl & Sharon 
Kuhlenschmidt, Sharon Maresco, Pastor Heidi, Dan 
Masuga, Roy Merkle, Amanda Moulton, Ginny & Kenn 
Oerkfitz, George & Joyce Reed, Dorothy Ritchie, Ron 
Rothel, Tracy Seneff, Peter Smith, Bruce & Gayle Sperber, 
Linda Stepan, Sharon Wilson, Claire Wills, Marty Winch 
 

Extended Church Family: Dorene Baldridge, Amy Carroll 
(Marty Winch‟s sister), Barbara Davis (Don & Sandy 
Gleichauf‟s friend), Allison Emerson (Colette‟s sister), Kim 
Filiatraut (Sarah Keenen‟s friend), Elizabeth Fulford (Lora 
Rung‟s friend), Joanne Gariepy (Sally Herzog‟s friend), 
Kathy Ghetti (friend of Ginger Rothel),  Jennifer Gleichauf 
(Don & Sandy‟s daughter-in-law), Sarah & David Gleichauf 
(Don & Sandy‟s grandson & wife), Michaelene Hanrahan 
(Jim Joyce‟s sister), Dana Hardy (Craig‟s wife), Barb & Dale 
Holmberg (Tiffany Hassel‟s parents), Diane Mason (Lora 
Rung‟s friend), Linda McNabb (Ginger Rothel‟s sister-in-
law), Sylvia Pakish (Don & Sandy Gleichauf‟s friend), Jeff 
Peacock (former member), Zora Roundtree (FL4A 
volunteer), Mike Rung (Lora‟s brother), Amanda Shannon 
(Sarah & Jon Hayes‟ friend),  Vicki Smith (Venner 
Clarinets), Chris Vozniak (Lora Rung‟s friend), The people 
of Ukraine, Sudan, Gaza, and Israel, victims of violence, 
those affected by natural disasters 
 

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like 

to pray for others via the email prayer chain. 
h.e.denman@gmail.com 

=========================================== 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 The Board of Trustees will meet 

on the second Tuesday of the 

month, April 8
th

 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Diaconate will meet on the third Tuesday of 

the month, April 15
th

 at 10:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Official Board will have and email meeting on 

April 22
nd

. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR A SCAM! Pastor 

Heidi will never ask you for cash or 
gift cards via text or email. If there is 

a need, she will approach you in 
person. 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
Many thanks to the Venner 

Clarinets (David Ciucevich, Dick 

K. Ingersoll, Marc Paige, and 

Caroline Stilwell), the Chancel Choir, the Bell 

Choir, the Praise Band (featuring Mike Willis, Dave 

Williams, & Rob Toth), Ken Mehalko, and of 

course, Tom Foley, Mike Elkins, and Sharon 

Heinrich, for their music in March! 

====================================== 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT 

SOUTHWEST COMMUNITY 

CHORUS 
SWCC will have a Spring 

Concert, ―No Bad News!‖ on 

Sunday, April 27
th

 at 3 p.m. at 
the Berea United Methodist Church (170 Seminary Street 

in Berea). The Chorus is under the direction of Tom 

Foley, accompanied by Carol Konet and Jarred 

Sorauf; some of the singers this season include Craig 

Hardy, Ingrid Dickson, Irene Joyce, Pam & Bruce 

Keenen, Sarah Keenen, Marianne Luca, Dave 

Williams and a few other familiar faces and voices. 
Tickets are $15 will be available at the door or from our 
own choir members who sing with the chorus. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

GIFT CARDS! PLEASE 

SUPPORT OUR PROGRAM.  
You may place orders by calling Jim 

Joyce at 216-346-4161 in advance. Limited stock is 

available for purchase on Sunday mornings.  

====================================== 

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS: 
FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE FOOD BANK:  

The Strongsville Emergency 

Food Bank has always been 
supported by our congregation. 

Please remember, we do not accept expired 
goods. The needs for the food bank in April would 

be Ramen noodles, snacks, tuna, and PB & J. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

CARB CREW 
Are you able to give less than an hour of your 
time on a Monday or Friday morning to pick 
up and/or sort Panera bread, bagels, and 

pastries? Please contact the church office if 
you can help with this worthwhile ministry. 

Thank you so much to our faithful bread transporters & 

sorters: Teri Barbish, Colette Emerson, Carole 

Kapcar, Roz Fotos, Maria Graef, Linda Elkins, Cherie 

Teagno, Wayne & Bobbi Cook, Jane Kossin & Ed 

Geyer, and Sharon Lempner, who are enabling the 
Panera Bread ministry to continue!  

======================================== 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 
 

HELP! We still need large, clean 

cottage cheese/sour cream 

containers for transporting the altar 

flowers after our services on 

Sundays. If you have these type of 
containers to donate, please bring them 

to the kitchen. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Did you know? The "tip jar" you see next to 
the coffee on Sunday mornings is there for 
a reason. The "tips" go directly to keeping 

the coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, etc.,  
supplied. Your generosity is appreciated! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know that members of 

our Bob D., one of our friends from 
our Tuesday morning meeting, saw 

that the sprayer in the kitchen sink was leaking and took 
the time and effort to replace it? Thanks for taking care 
of that issue, Bob! 
 

Did you know that Jim Heinrich replaced and repaired a 
broken part in one of our furnaces? Jim, thank you for 
the often unseen, but crucial, work you do! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THANK YOU NOTES: 
Many thanks to everyone for their 
cards, prayers, and kindness during 
the illness and passing of my dad. It 
is truly comforting to be a part of 

such a caring church family.  Greg Dickson 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
If you are the last or almost 

the last person to leave the 

church building on any given 

day, please make certain that 

all the lights are off and most 

importantly, that the door to the kitchen and the 

parking lot doors are locked and PUSHED 

SHUT so the lock is latched. The Board of 

Trustees is addressing this issue, but in the 

meantime, it’s all hands on deck to keep our 

church building secure.  Thanks in advance for 

your diligence! 

======================================  

ADDRESS CHANGES/ADDITIONS 
If you move or change your phone 
number, please be so kind as to let 

the church office know—thanks! 
 

Kyra Krause 
4839 Center Rd., Apt 4 
Brunswick OH 44212 

 

 

ROYAL OAK PAPER RECYCLING 
Our paper recycling bin will now be serviced by 
Royal Oak Recycling.  Please continue to 
deposit your FLATTENED cardboard and your 
papers in the bin. Royal Oak does not pick up 

as often as the former company. Therefore, please do 

not place papers/cardboard outside the bin if it’s full. 
Thanks! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL--Wednesdays    

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Many thanks to all of our dedicated 
volunteers and to all who come and 
enjoy food and fellowship on Wednesdays! 

Our Free Lunch for All Program was awarded a grant 

from the Deaconess Foundation in the amount of 

$3,500! Thank you to Pastor Heidi for applying for 

this grant for our program! 

==================================== 

IN OUR COMMUNITY--Girl Scout 

Troop #71363 is stocking and maintaining a 
“Hygiene Library,” located on the lawn near 

the parking lot facing Royalton Road. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WOMEN’S 
FELLOWSHIP— 
 

Many thanks to the ladies 

who provided delicious 

pies for Coffee Hour on Sunday, March 9, for 

"pi Day": Teri Barbish, Bobbi Cook, Ingrid 

Dickson, Beth Giuliano, Cathy Hawk, Sharon 

Heinrich, Irene Joyce, Linda Plain, Cherie 

Teagno, Barbara Toth, Barbara White, 

and Marty Winch.   
 

Wednesday, April 9
th

 at 1:30 p.m., we will have a 
presentation by Mary Mortus and Judy Carte about 
their mission trip to the Dominican Republic. 

 

On Sundays, April 6
th

 & April 13
th

, we will be 

selling ―Puppy Chow for People‖ at $4.00 a bag. 

Make sure you purchase enough of this 

delicious treat to share in your family’s Easter 

baskets and have enough left over for yourself! 

============================== 

IMPORTANT INFO—Do you 

know where the AED and First Aid Kit 
are located in the church? They are 
adjacent to the doorway in Pilgrim 
Hall, just to the right of the 

confirmation classroom.  

============================== 
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR LAST MONTH 

The altar flowers are given— 
March 2

nd
  

Celebrating Elena Joyce’s birthday tomorrow! 
Love, Mom & Dad 

March 9
th

  
In loving memory of my twin aunts. 

 Cathy & Fran--Ginger Rothel 
 

Remembering Lou Coté --Diana Creecy  

March 16
th

 
Happy 5

th
 Birthday, Isla! 

In memory of Aunt Doris who went to heaven on 
February 20, 2025.--Bonnie Khavaran 

 

March 23
rd

  
In celebration of the Birthdays of our Son-in-law Marty 

Schafer and Grandson Mason Reed this month. 
Love George and Joyce Reed 

March 30
th

  
In honor of all our church’s talented musicians 

Peter Smith 

 

THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2025 IS POSTED 

IN PILGRIM HALL. Please sign up for fresh 

flowers in honor or in memory of a loved 

one or just for yourself. Cost is $36 for two 

vases; $18 for one. 

=========================================== 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

 Week of March 2
nd

                                    

Happy Birthday to Michael Craig!--With 
love, Mom  

 

Week of March 9
th

                      
In celebration of Jo-Ann & Tony Hoty’s  

wedding anniversary tomorrow!    

Week of March 16
th

                 
Happy Birthday to Natalie & Mia Hill on March 17

th
! 

With love, Grammy 

In loving memory of Edith Graves 
Love, Roberta Carpenter 

 

Week of March 23
rd

               
Celebrating Ron Rothel’s birthday on March 21

st
 

Love, Ginger 

Week of March 30
th

              
Happy Birthday to Rob Wentz on April 1

st
! 

 With love, Grammy 
 

To light the steeple, the minimum donation is 
$5.00. Multiple dedications are welcomed for each 

week. Please email strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who lights our steeple! 

==================================== 

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM 
If you like to cook or bake or reach out to others 
in love . . . as winter and circumstances 
continue to make it hard to stay connected, 
your Diaconate would LOVE to have you be a 
part of our team! (You don‟t need to be a 
member of the Diaconate to participate, and you may 
come and go as you are led.)  

FYI: TEMPLED HILLS 

SALE UPDATE  
At the end of 2024, the 
Board of Directors 
entered into an 
agreement with Carleton 
Reality to be agents for 
the sale of Templed Hills. 

Carleton Realty received the assessment of the 
property and determined an asking price for the 
property. In January of 2025 the property was listed 
for sale. We have received a few interested 
inquiries from conservation groups and others. The 
Board of Directors receives monthly updates from 
Carleton Realty. The Board of Directors has also 
named a task force to consider strategies for 
utilization of the funds from the sale. 

----------------------------------------------- 

THRIFT SHOP 
The Thrift Shop is OPEN 

every Thursday from 10 

a.m. until 4 p.m. Come and 
shop lots of interesting merchandise at 
amazing prices.  Donations are accepted 
during our Thursday sale hours, but please try 
to limit your donations to what you can carry 

downstairs. Please do not abandon items 

outside the church doors. 
THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED 

VOLUNTEERS, THE CHURCH, AND THE 

COMMUNITY FOR THEIR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT.   
============================================= 

WANT TO ENJOY A 

COUPLE OF HOURS OF 

FUN, FOOD, AND 

FELLOWSHIP WITH 

YOUR CHURCH FAMILY? 

How about joining us for 

our FAMILY GAME GATHERING from 2 p.m. 

– 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 17
th

? Bring a 

savory or sweet snack to share, your 

favorite board games, and your friends and 

family. Hope to see you there! 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Our wonderful Confirmation 
Class students will officially 
be welcomed into church 
membership on Sunday, 
May 18

th
 during worship. 

mailto:strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com
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CHURCH OFFICERS 2025 
 
 

*Elected January 26, 2025      ** appointed by Official Board 
 
 

Moderator: Greg Dickson  Vice-Moderator:  Jen Barry 

Treasurer: Sally Herzog    Clerk: Judy Gaumer   
 

Sunday School Superintendent: Linda Elkins 
    

Board of Trustees 
 Bill Giuliano   Chris Goff*    Mike Elkins 
Les Fox      Herb Hampson  Cathy Hawk*     

Sandy Pogozelski   Bill Schneider*  Cheryl Sobek*  
Alex Tomoff*  Mike Willis*   Rachel Zielinski  

 

 

Endowment Fund Subcommittee 
Greg Dickson*    Dave Williams*  

 

Diaconate 
Teri Barbish   Jean Bittinger*   Elaine Coffey*  

Bobbi Cook*   Wayne Cook*    Judy Davis*   
Judy Fox    Pam Heimburger*  Lynne McCray*    

Linda Ponstingle*     Lora Rung*   Cherie Teagno  
 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Linda Elkins    Colette Emerson  Dale Hawk*  

Sarah Hayes*  Amanda Marshall    Lora Rung*     
 

 

Music Committee 
Karen Bates Ingrid Dickson 

Pam Keenen*    Ken Mehalko*      Mike Willis*  
ex officio:  Sharon Heinrich   Tom Foley       Mike Elkins 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Ingrid Dickson*      Sue Gigliotti        Linda Stepan*   

Rob Toth   Sarah Toth*   Dave Williams* 
 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
Gina Cathcart*  Bobbi Cook** Myron Costin*  
Diana Creecy    Cathy Hawk*   Sarah Hayes     

Lora Rung*      Peter Smith   Mary Willis*    
Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

====================================== 

GIVING OPTIONS 
If you are interested in giving electronically, 
you can set up your giving through Bill Pay on 
your bank's website or on our church‟s 

website: www.strongsvilleucc.com. You 

may also mail a check to The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 13740 Pearl Road Strongsville, OH 44136 

or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Gary Zielinski 
 

Below is a monthly report listing the budget 
income we need to receive from Pledges 
and Offerings and the amount received from 

March 2 through March 23, 2025.  

Thank you to everyone who supports our 

church and its ministries.  
 

       Offering Needed      $17,436.00 for 4 Sundays 
       Offering Received  $15,929.15 
                                     -($1,506.85) 
PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED : 61 
-------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

THE CHURCH IN YOUR 

WILL. 

All checks to the church should be made 

out to United Church of Christ or UCC or 

United Church of Christ (Congregational).  
====================================  

Thank you to these gifted ministers who led 

our worship services in March: 

Rev. Oommen  Rev. Patricia         Rev. Mary    Rev. Dr. Kenneth  

Thomas  Jefferis        Snell Willis         Chalker 

==================================== 
At the Annual 
Meeting of the 
Congregation on 
January 25, 2025, the 
members present 
voted to approve the 
Board of Trustees 

moving forward with gathering information and 
bids for a Capital Campaign. The Trustees are 
in the process of doing so. A Congregational 

meeting is going to be scheduled for April 6
th

 
following the worship service, to give members 
the opportunity to review the details of the 
various projects and their corresponding bids 
and vote on the expenditures of funds, as well 
as pledge to contribute to the campaign. Some 
of the projects under consideration include: 

• Tuck and pointing and sealing of 
church building  

• Replacing the stair treads going 
upstairs and downstairs at the 
Royalton Road entrance and the 
steps downstairs to the Thrift Shop 

• Handicap accessibility of Pilgrim Hall  
• Updated bathrooms in Pilgrim Hall  
• Air conditioning upstairs  
• New windows at Pearl Road Property  
• Updated bathrooms at Pearl Road 

Property  
• New carpeting in Gathering area and 

offices/Parlor/Nursery  
• Improved acoustics in Pilgrim Hall  
• New doors and handicap openers on 

church building  
• Parking lot lighting  
• Door awnings  
• Surge protector for building  
• Parking lot repair and sealing 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/


 7 

THE EASTER STORY 

from the GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
From noon on, darkness came over the 

whole land
 
until three in the afternoon. 

 
And about 

three o‟clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling 

for Elijah.” 
 
At once one of them ran and got a 

sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 

gave it to him to drink. 
 
But the others said, “Wait, 

let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 
breathed his last.

 
At that moment the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 

who had fallen asleep were raised. 
 
After his 

resurrection they came out of the tombs and 

entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
 
Now 

when the centurion and those with him, who were 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly 
this man was God‟s Son!” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  After the Sabbath, as the first day of the 
week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 

 
His appearance was like 

lightning and his clothing white as snow. 
 
For fear 

of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. 

 
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here, for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he

[w]
 lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, „He 

has been raised from the dead,and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.‟ This is my message for you.” 

 
So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell 
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his 
feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
====================================== 

 

 

 

 

The Church office will be 

closed on Wednesday, 

April 9th and Thursday, 

April 10th. 

====================================== 

EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
You may choose lilies, hyacinths, or tulips (no color 
choice). To order, please email the church or turn in this 

form prior to the deadline of Sunday, April 6, 2025 at 

NOON. The cost is $8.00.   
 
Wording for bulletin: 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  
_____________________________________________ 
 
 (# of plants) Lilies ____________(x $8)    
 
                     Tulips ___________ (x $8) 
  
                     Hyacinths ________ (x $8) 
   

         Total amount due:    $____________ 

□ I will take my plant(s).  □ I will leave my plant(s) for  

           someone who needs some cheer. 
 

Please make your check payable to United Church of 
Christ, and call or email the church with your order. 

Order/payment deadline is Sunday, April 6
th

 at NOON.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Church Records               2025 Easter Flowers 

 
Total number of plants:  __________    
   
Amount enclosed:  $___________ 
 
Offering envelope number: _________      
 
Cash/Check No. ____________ 
 
Name:________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027-28&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24199w
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The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 

13740 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, OH 44136 

www.strongsvilleucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/

