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   THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                               Church Phone:  (440) 238-6697 

(Congregational)                                                                                                             Email:  StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com 

Website:  www.strongsvilleucc.com 13740 Pearl Road                                                                                                             
Strongsville, Ohio  44136                                                                                                            

Rev. Heidi Denman McDougall                                                                                           

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. (+online)                                                                        Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A U G U S T    2 0 2 6    N E W S L E T T E R 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
Matthew 11:28-20 

Let go. . . . 
There have been times lately when I am out 
walking, venting to God over every little thing, and I 
will suddenly realize how tightly my hands are 
clenched. My nails have been known to leave 
marks on my palms. . . . 
 
Or I will be innocently scrolling through Facebook 
posts, waiting for my lunch to come to my table, 
and I become aware of my shoulders, hunched up 
around my ears. . . . 
 
That’s when I realize My control freak is showing. 
Whenever I realize I am carrying a burden I 
shouldn’t be, I stop . . . take a deep breath . . . and 
consciously try to relax my hands, relax my neck, 
relax my shoulders. I try to call up precisely what’s 
causing this response and deliberately offer it to 
God (along with any pertinent details I feel like God 
might need to hear). Without fail, almost 
immediately, I am filled with a renewed sense of 
calm, a sense that I don’t need to worry about this 
thing or any other thing.  
 
And yes, inevitably, a few hours later, I need to do it 
again. I am not that good at letting go (yet), but I 
am getting better every day. 
 
How about you? What are you carrying that you 
don’t need to bear alone? At the risk of giving you 
an unenviable earworm, I invite you to channel your 
inner Elsa-- and simply let it go. . . . 
 

Let it go, let it go! Can't hold it back anymore! 
Let it go, let it go! Turn away and slam the door! 

 
Peace, Love and Serenity, 
Pastor Heidi 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 – 10 a.m. 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Greeter: Linda Plain 

Liturgist: Judi Pavisich 

Music: Tom & the Twins 

Sunday School: Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

Special Guest speaker: Rev. Pat Jefferis 
--------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 – 10 a.m. 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeter: Lynne McCray 

Liturgist: Mike Willis 

Music: Praise Band 

Summer Sunday School: Sharon Heinrich 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 – 10 a.m.  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeter: Ingrid & Greg Dickson 

Liturgist: Dave Williams 

Music: Dave Williams 

Summer Sunday School: Linda Elkins 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 – 10 a.m. 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeter: Judi Pavisich 

Liturgist: Sandy O’Shea 

Music: Lisa Heinrich 

Summer Sunday School: Volunteer needed 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 – 10 a.m. 

Penny Sunday 
Fourteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Greeter: Volunteer needed 

Liturgist: Riley Marshall 

Music: EKCO Ringers/We 3 Ring 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video recorded each 
week and posted on our YouTube channel for all to enjoy. Just go 
to strongsvilleucc.com, go to Worship, and click on Service 
Videos. HERE’S THE LINK TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXf
Q/videos Thanks to Doug Thorn for posting these each week. 

=============================================== 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
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BABY CONGRATULATIONS 

Welcome to the world, Jett 

Joseph Sapara, son of 

Mallory and Kyle Sapara, who 
was born on July 16, 2026! 

Proud grandparents are Dr. 

Holly Reed, Scott & Michelle 

Gleske and even more proud 

Great Grandmother is Joyce 

Reed, who is celebrating her 7
th
 

Great Grandchild. Jett shares a 
Birthday with his Great Grandmother! 

==================================================== 
IN CHRISTIAN 

SYMPATHY 
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to 

Tom Williamson and family on the 

death of his mom, Jean Lorene 

Williamson, who died on July 16, 2026, 
just 3 days after her 90

th
 birthday. Jean 

was the mother of 4, grandmother of 10, and great-
grandmother of 10. Funeral services were on July 24

th
 at 

Parma South Presbyterian Church. 
 

We were deeply saddened to hear of 

the death of church member Janice 

Lorene Meier, who completed her 
earthly journey on July 25, 2026 at the 
age of 88. Our love and prayers go 

out to her daughter, Karen Thomas, 
and Jan’s family and many friends. 
Memorials to Jan may be given to 
Strongsville UCC or Middleburg 
Heights Community Church. A 
celebration of Jan’s life will be held at a later date. 
=================================================== 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT 

GOD’S TABLE! 
As we seek to walk ever more 

closely with Jesus and welcome all 
without question or singling anyone out, we offer gluten-free 

bread to ALL who come forward to the Table for Holy 
Communion. ALL means ALL at The United Church of 

Christ (Congregational)!  

================= 
CALL FOR CARDS! 

Our own Betty Jacobson will be 

turning 105 on August 27, 2026 
and we would love to shower her 
with at least 105 birthday cards! 
 Can you send her a card? 

Betty Jacobson 

c/o Renee Jacobson 

19788 Boston Road  

       Strongsville, OH 44149 

 

BE A GREETER! A new sign-up 

sheet in the Gathering Area is waiting 
for your name to be added as a 
greeter. No experience is necessary—
we will show you everything you need 
to know. Being a greeter is a wonderful way to get 
to know people and welcome them to worship. 
======================================================================= 

FROM THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL:  

 Summer Sunday School is going 

strong! We still have a couple of 

openings to teach one Sunday this month and the 

first Sunday of September. All 

lessons are provided in advance. 

Please sign up for a Sunday you're 

available for this special ministry-

-a sign-up sheet is posted in 

Pilgrim Hall! 

------------------------------- 

PENNY SUNDAY 
Keep saving those coins, cash, and 
checks to UCC for the next Penny 

Sunday, which will be on August 

30
th

 and will go to Snow School.  
=========================================== 

CHURCH 
GARAGE 
SALE—

THANK YOU! 
BAKE SALE THANK YOU! 

We are so grateful to everyone who donated, 
baked, helped sort donations, purchased items, 

bought baked goods or lunch, organized, served as 
a cashier, fed the workers, and cleaned up. Our 
church earned $5,242 (which includes $649 from 

selling strawberry & blueberry shortcakes, nachos, 
and hot dogs and $942 in sterling silverware sales). 
The Bake Sale earned a record $1,050.50 for the 
Sunday School. And the Thrift Shop made $1,975 

during that weekend.  Wow! 

====================================== 

PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR A 

SCAM! Pastor Heidi will never ask 

you for cash or gift cards via text or 
email. If there is a need, she will 
approach you in person. 
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OUR PRAYER LIST 
Please provide updates for this list to 
the church office. 
 

Long-Term Care or Homebound: Irene 
Jannsohn, Connie Rebar 
 

Church Family: Serena Abruzzino, Jen 
Barry, Jean Bittinger, Mark Camp, Judy 
Carte, Diana Creecy, Sam Cuyler Jr., Roger 

Davis, Colette Emerson, Roz Fotos, Sue Hawk, Jim Joyce,  
Pam & Bruce Keenen, Erv Koch, Jill Kundtz, Carol Konet,  
Bobbie  & Wayne Krisak, Karl & Sharon Kuhlenschmidt, Jim 
Maresco, Ken Mehalko, Amanda Moulton, Ginny & Kenn 
Oerkfitz, Joyce Reed, Dorothy Ritchie, Ron Rothel, Jennifer 
Sekorky, Tracy Seneff, Peter Smith, Sandy Smith, Bruce 
Sperber, Linda Stepan, Debbie Thomas, Barbara White, 
Heather Williams, Jan Williamson, Claire Wills, Marty Winch, 
Jim Wonnacott 
 

Extended Church Family: Teresa Beba (Free Lunch friend), 
Barbara Davis (Don & Sandy Gleichauf’s friend), Allison 
Emerson (Colette’s sister), David Fargo (Sally Herzog’s 
brother), Kim Filiatraut (Sarah Keenen’s friend), Elizabeth 
Fulford (Lora Rung’s friend, Kathy Ghetti (friend of Ginger 
Rothel), Jennifer Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s daughter-in-law), 
David Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s grandson), Ellen Harrison 
(Linda Elkins’ friend), Michaelene Hanrahan (Jim Joyce’s 
sister), Dana Hardy (Craig’s wife), Barb & Dale Holmberg 
(Tiffany Hassel’s parents),  Ben Hoty (Tony & Jo-Ann Hoty’s 
son), Helen Leckwatch (Dale Parson’s mother-in-law), George 
Love (friend of the church), Diane Mason (Lora Rung’s friend), 
Linda McNabb (Ginger Rothel’s sister-in-law), Jeff Peacock 
(former member), Michael & Judy Richter (Roz Fotos’ friends),  
Bob Ritchie (Dorothy’s grandson ), Amanda Shannon (Sarah & 
Jon Hayes’ friend),  Vicki Smith (Venner Clarinets), Don & 
Pauline Wills (Judi Pavisich’s friends), Julia Wright (Sandy & 
Don Gleichauf’s granddaughter), the people of Ukraine, 
Sudan, Gaza, Iran, and Israel, victims of violence and natural 
disasters, First Responders 
 

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like to pray 
for others via the email prayer chain. h.e.denman@gmail.com 
==================================================== 

THANK YOU NOTES 
Thank you so incredibly much for 
awarding me a Sunday School 
Scholarship. This money will greatly 
help me in my educational journey, 

and I appreciate your generosity. 

With gratitude, Oliver Sekorky 
 

Thank you to all in the church who over the past 
few weeks have offered their words of support and 
sympathy on the passing of my husband George 
Reed. Your kindness and thoughtfulness was most 

appreciated and meant much to me.    Joyce Reed 

 
Pam and I want to thank everyone for your cards, 
emails, texts, prayers and delicious food given to 
us during my long health ordeal this past year. I'm 
pretty much back to normal except my walking is a 
bit shaky. Pam struggles with back pain in the 

morning but is getting better.   Bruce Keenen 

====================================== 

GIFT CARDS  
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 

PROGRAM.  You may place orders 

by calling Jim Joyce at 216-346-4161 in advance. Limited 

stock is available for purchase on Sunday mornings.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MUSIC NOTES 
Many thanks to Dave Williams, 

Carol Konet, Carol Foley, 

Jackie Foley, Robert Foley, 

Sue McLaughlin, Sandy O’Shea and of course, 

Tom Foley, Mike Elkins, and Sharon Heinrich, for 
their music in July! 

----------------------------------------------------- 
ATTENTION SINGERS & 

RINGERS: CHANCEL 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 

BEGIN AUGUST 27
th

 & 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS 

WILL START SEPTEMBER 10
th

. 
Can you carry a tune and read music? There’s 

room in the choir loft for YOU! Can you read 

music and count? Come ring with us in Bell 

Choir! Please see Tom Foley or Mike Elkins if 

you’d like to be a part of our Music Ministry. 

====================================== 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT STRONGSVILLE 

COMMUNITY BAND:  

LAST SUMMER CONCERT OF 

2026 is August 7
th

. Concert will be 
held on the Strongsville Middle 
School lawn. Bring a lawn chair or 
blanket for outdoor concerts. In 

case of inclement weather, the location will be the 
Ehrnfelt center. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT COLUMBIA UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH: 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP  

& CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 

Saturday, August 22
nd

 at 5 p.m. 
Music provided by Mayhem Quartet 

Bring your own chair or sit in our pavilion.  
If weather is extreme, we will meet in the 
sanctuary. 

25453 Royalton Road Columbia Station 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP— 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

MEETINGS 

Monday, August 3, 2026 – 

7:00 p.m. – Parlor 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 – 1:00 p.m. – Parlor 
For both meetings, Diana Creecy will present a program 
on charitable giving and what it means to us, and we will 
also hold showers for Snow School.  Anyone interested 
is most welcome to attend either or both meetings. 
 

SNOW SCHOOL SHOWER GIFT SUGGESTIONS   
Please do not wrap your gift.  Gifts may be dropped off in the 

box in the Gathering Area.   

New or like-new Backpacks Duffle bags 
Basketballs   Footballs 
Dove body wash  Good hair conditioner 
New games for kids  Old Spice deodorant 
New journals   New puzzles 
New small toys   New stuffed animals  
New water bottles  Suitcases 
Toothbrushes    Toothpaste 
* Power drinks like Prime 
Candy (non-perishable and individually wrapped) 

* Chips like Takis (individually bagged) 

New children’s books (for ages 5 and up) 

* Items that the school cannot keep enough in stock 
 

Please note:  The school cannot accept anything sharp 
or things that can be used for injurious behavior (like 
spirals of a notebook, paper clips, glass, mirrors, 
anything made of metal).   
 

Thank you for supporting this outreach for the students 
at Snow School. 

J & G SNOW SCHOOL 
J & G Snow School is staffed by Berea City School District 
Employees who proudly educate students who have been 
placed into the residential treatment programs of 
OhioGuidestone. 
The purpose of J & G Snow School, which is located on the 
campus of OhioGuidestone, is to meet the social-emotional 
and academic needs of students who are finding it difficult 
to learn in a traditional school setting. The staff of the Berea 
City School District aims to provide specialized instruction 
in the area of behavior in order to empower their students 
with the skills needed to meet with success in future 
placements. 
The staff strives to create a safe and positive school 
environment that looks at each student as a unique 
individual. J&G Snow School is committed to helping all 
students succeed in the classroom both behaviorally and 
academically.  

OHIOGUIDESTONE 
OhioGuidestone is a faith-based agency that provides a 
range of mental health and substance use disorder services 
for children and adults. 
OhioGuidestone and the Berea City School District work 
together at Snow School.  OhioGuidestone decides which 
children enter Snow School and what therapies each child 
needs, or whether their needs could be better met 
somewhere else.      

CARB CREW 
Thank you so much to our faithful bread 

transporters & sorters: Teri Barbish, 

Colette Emerson, Carole Kapcar, Roz 

Fotos, Linda Elkins, Cherie Teagno, 

Wayne & Bobbi Cook, Jane Kossin & 

Ed Geyer, Irene Joyce, Pastor Heidi, 

and Sharon Lempner, who are enabling the Panera 
Bread ministry to continue! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

BOOK STUDY—The Book Study 
is on hiatus for the summer and 

will resume meeting on Monday, 

September 21
st

 at 7 p.m. 

========================== 
LOOKING TO ENJOY SOME LIVE 

MUSIC AND SUPPORT A LOCAL 

MUSICIAN? Follow our own 

Bobby Foley using this QR code 

and get information about his 

upcoming performances! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 
Did you know? The "tip jar" you see next to the 

coffee on Sunday mornings is there for a 
reason. The "tips" go directly to keeping the 

coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, etc.,  
supplied. Your generosity is appreciated! 

==================================== 

ADDRESS CHANGES/ADDITIONS 
If you move or change your phone 

number, please be so kind as to let the 
church office know—thanks! 

Brandi Garsteck 
19028 Prospect Road 
Strongsville, OH 44149 

 

==================================== 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 The Mission Outreach Committee 

will meet on the second Sunday 

of the month, August 9
th

 following the worship service. 

 The Board of Trustees will meet on the second 

Tuesday of the month, August 11
th

 at 7 p.m. in the 
Parlor. 

 The Diaconate will not meet in August. 

 The Official Board will meet on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month, August 25
th

 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor. 

====================================== 

SERMONS AVAILABLE! 
Ever hear something in the sermon on 

Sunday morning and wish you could hear it 
again? Our services are always available on 

YouTube, but if something really catches 
your heart, send Pastor Heidi an email and 

she will send you her manuscript. 
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 MISSION OUTREACH NEWS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUBMIT YOUR 

CONTRIBUTION TO TUNNEL 

TO TOWERS IF YOU SIGNED 

UP TO DONATE! 
The Tunnel to Towers Foundation 
is a charitable organization that 
focuses on providing mortgage-free 
homes to families of fallen first 
responders and catastrophically 
injured veterans, as well as helping to eradicate veteran 
homelessness. We are sponsoring 2 veterans/first 
responders a month. The cost is $11 for 1 and $22 for 
both. (Checks to UCC) THANK YOU to everyone who 
has already signed up for 2026! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE FOOD BANK:  
The Strongsville Emergency Food 

Bank has always been supported by 
our congregation. Please remember, 

we do not accept expired goods. The needs for the food 
bank in August would be instant oatmeal packets, cream 
soups, cans of tuna, and beef stew. 
 

=============================================== 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL--Wednesdays    

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
 

Our Free Lunch for All program 

was awarded a Faith in Action 

grant of $4,000 from the Living Water Association of 

the UCC! 

Special Thanks to Dale & Cathy 

Hawk, Irene Joyce, and Sharon 

Lempner for their weekly 
transportation and distribution of 

donations from Grocery Outlet in 

Strongsville (12421 Pearl Road). 

And thank you to Cindy Hurley, 

Karen Bates, Ed Sobek, and Jane Kossin & Ed Geyer 
for picking up food donations 

from Strongsville Costco. Some 
other organizations that we are 
helping with the bounty we 
received: Pentecostal Church of Christ in Cleveland, 
Lakewood United Methodist Church, Mary Queen of 
Peace in Cleveland, St. Malachi, Westside Catholic 
Center, Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries, St. Vincent 

DePaul, and an outreach ministry for the 
needy downtown. Thank you also to 

Ginny Churnega, who picked up 2 cases 
of sliced ham from Honeybaked Ham for 

our free lunch, and then a whole bunch more 2 weeks 
later!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IN OUR COMMUNITY--Girl Scout 

Troop #71363 is stocking and maintaining a 
“Hygiene Library,” located on the lawn near 

the parking lot facing Royalton Road. 

Did you know that Rachel Zielinski 
took the time and effort to give a 
woman and her Garage Sale 

purchased bicycle and laundry basket filled with hangers 
back to where the woman was staying? That was so kind 
of you, Rachel! 
 

Did you know that Jim Heinrich found out that the same 
woman’s bicycle had a brake issue, so he picked up the 
bike, repaired it, delivered it to where she was waiting 
outside of Wal-Mart, and then waited for her to go inside 

and purchase a lock? Way to go above and beyond, Jim! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THREE WITH GLEE! 
Capital Campaign: We currently have 
$65,037.72 in our capital campaign 
account. The wall in the kitchen has 

been repaired with the necessary point and tuck work. 
The acoustic tiles in Pilgrim Hall project has some 
additional work to be done prior to installation. A new 
roof for Pilgrim Hall and the church building may be on 
the horizon. Things are happening, but we still have 
more projects on the list. Please make sure you 
designate your donation for “Capital Campaign.” Thanks 
for your continuing support. 
 

============================================= 

THRIFT SHOP 
The Thrift Shop is OPEN every 

Thursday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Come and shop lots of interesting 
merchandise at amazing prices.  Donations are 
accepted during our Thursday sale hours, but 
please try to limit your donations to what you can 

carry downstairs. Please do not abandon items 

outside the church doors. 
THANKS TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, THE 
CHURCH, AND THE COMMUNITY FOR THEIR SUPPORT.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

YOUTH GROUP 

Our youth group members and 
friends have been helping serve at 

our Free Lunch for All on 
Wednesdays this summer. It’s a 

win-win-win! Our youth get to 
participate in an important ministry of our church--
our volunteers welcome the help—our guests get 

to see smiling young faces when they come to eat! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

YOU CAN ACCESS 

RESOURCES FROM AND 

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR 

HEARTLAND CONFERENCE 

OF THE UCC! Looking for a 
way to get connected for 
ministry resources in the wider 

church? Just scan the QR code. 
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GIVING OPTIONS 
If you are interested in giving electronically, you 
can set up your giving through Bill Pay on your 
bank's website or on our church’s website: 

www.strongsvilleucc.com. You may also 

mail a check to The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 13740 Pearl Road Strongsville, OH 44136 

or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Gary Zielinski 
 

Below is a monthly report listing the budget 
income we need to receive from Pledges and 

Offerings and the amount received from July 5 

through July 26, 2026.  

Thank you to everyone who supports our church and 

its ministries.  
 

       Offering Needed      $20,848.00 for 4 Sundays 
       Offering Received  $10,817.16  
                                   - $(10,030.84) 
PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED: 62 

PLEASE 

REMEMBER THE 

CHURCH IN YOUR 

WILL. 

==================================== 
All checks to the church and its 

organizations should be made out to 

United Church of Christ or UCC or United 

Church of Christ (Congregational).  
=========================================== 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR LAST 

MONTH 

The altar flowers are given— 
July 5

th
   

Celebrating our family and our country! 
Susann Lerch 

 

July 12
th

 

Celebrating our Granddaughter Alison, 
Daughter Joyce Lynn, and Joyce Reed's Birthdays this 

month and in loving memory of George Reed—the 
Reeds 

 

July 19
th

  
Happy 17

th
 Birthday to my Love Bug, McKenzzi 

Serena Abruzzino 
 

July 26
th

 --Church Picnic (no altar Flowers) 
 

THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2026 IS POSTED IN 

PILGRIM HALL. Please sign up for fresh flowers in 

honor or in memory of a loved one or just for 

yourself. Cost is $36 for two vases; $18 for one. WE 

STILL HAVE A FEW SUNDAYS LEFT! 

=========================================== 

 

 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

 Week of July 5
th

  

Happy 4
th
 of July Birthday to our little 

firecracker, Alaya Hitchens! 
Love, Irene & Jim Joyce 

 

Happy Birthday tomorrow to Teri Barbish! 
Happy Birthday to Bev Wehr on July 9

th
 

and to Susann Lerch on July 10
th
! 

 

Week of July 12
th

                 
Happy Anniversary on July 14

th
 to Barbara & Joe Craig! 

With love, Mom 
 

Week of July 19
th

             
Happy Birthday to Frankie McKane on July 24

th
! 

With love, Grammy 
 

Week of July 26
th

      
In loving memory of Muriel McKeever, Pastor Heidi's 

mother, whose legacy of love and good humor lives on. 
 

Happy Birthday on July 28
th
 to Joey McKane! 

With love, Grammy   

To light the steeple, the minimum donation is 
$5.00. Multiple dedications are welcomed for each 

week. Please email strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who lights our steeple! 

====================================== 

CHURCH OFFICERS 2026 
 
 

*Elected February 1, 2026  
 

Moderator: Rachel Zielinski *  

Vice-Moderator:  Herb Hampson* 

Treasurer: Sally Herzog    Clerk: Judy Gaumer*   
 

Sunday School Superintendent: Linda Elkins 
    

Board of Trustees 
 Karen Bates  Jen Barry*  Greg Dickson*  

Bill Giuliano*  Chris Goff    Les Fox*      Cathy Hawk     
Sandy Pogozelski*   Bill Robinson * Cheryl Sobek  

Alex Tomoff     Mike Willis    
 

 

Endowment Fund Subcommittee 
Linda Stepan*    Dave Williams*  

 

Diaconate 
Jean Bittinger   Elaine Coffey* Diana Creecy* 

Bobbi Cook   Wayne Cook    Judy Davis   
Judy Fox*    Marsha Hemphill*   

Lynne McCray*  Linda Ponstingle    Lora Rung    
 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Linda Elkins*   Colette Emerson*  Dale Hawk  
Sarah Hayes  Amanda Marshall*    Lora Rung    

 

 

Music Committee 
Karen Bates* Ingrid Dickson* 

Pam Keenen    Ken Mehalko     Mike Willis  
ex officio:  Sharon Heinrich   Tom Foley       Mike Elkins 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Ingrid Dickson      Sue Gigliotti*        Linda Stepan   

Rob Toth*   Sarah Toth   Dave Williams 
 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
Jen Barry * Gina Cathcart  Bobbi Cook* 

Cathy Hawk   Sarah Hayes*    Lora Rung      
 Mary Willis  Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/
mailto:strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com
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YOU CAN STILL PLEDGE FROM YOUR 

H.E.A.R.T.! 
Hospitality, Engagement, Activities, 

Resources, Time, Talent, & Treasure 

------------------------------------------- 
United Church of Christ 2026 Estimate of Giving 

 

In recognition of God's many blessings to me, I am happy to 
join with others in the following commitment for 2026: 
 

Name ____________________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________ 
 

I plan to give $___________ each 


week   month   other ____________   to be used for 
 

Our Congregation's Ministries and Operations
 $___________ 
 

Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) 
 $___________ 
 

I would like to talk with someone from the Endowment 

Committee about including the church or church-related 
institution in my Will. 
 

I would like to talk with someone about using the 

automatic deduction plan from my checking/savings account. 
 

Signed __________________________Date ____/____/____ 

 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

Matthew 6:21 

====================================== 

IMPORTANT INFO—Do you know 

where the AED and First Aid Kit are 
located in the church? They are adjacent 
to the doorway in Pilgrim Hall, just to the 
right of the confirmation classroom 

====================================== 

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM 
If you like to cook or bake or reach 
out to others in love . . . as winter and 
circumstances continue to make it 
hard to stay 
connected, your 
Diaconate would 
LOVE to have you be 

a part of our team! (You don’t need to be 
a member of the Diaconate to 
participate, and you may come and go as you are led.)  

==================================== 

YES! I’D LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR CHURCH 

FAMILY CARE TEAM. 

NAME_________________________________ 

 

PHONE _______________________________ 

 

EMAIL_________________________________ 

 

I AM INTERESTED IN:  

 

______ OFFERING OR RECEIVING 

COMMUNION AT HOME 

 

_______CALLING FOLKS WHO WOULD LIKE TO 

JOIN PRAYER CHAIN, BUT DON'T USE EMAIL 

 

_______ PREPARING AN EXTRA MEAL AND 

DELIVERING IT TO SOMEONE WHO’S 

HOMEBOUND 

 

______ HELPING COOK A DISH AND OR SERVE 

MEALS AT FUNERAL LUNCHEON 

 

______ BECOMING A “PHONE BUDDY” AND 

PERIODICALLY CHECK IN WITH SOMEONE 

WHO’S HOMEBOUND 

              

______ OFFERING AN OCCASIONAL RIDE TO 

TAKE MEMBERS TO APPOINTMENTS 

 

______ OFFERING AN OCCASIONAL RIDE TO 

OUR CHURCH SERVICES  

 

_______BE PART OF A CARD CREW TO SEND 

CARDS TO FOLKS ON HEIDI’S PRAYER LIST 

AND OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 

______ I WOULD BE WILLING TO… 
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The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 

13740 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, OH 44136 

www.strongsvilleucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/

