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  THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                               Church Phone:  (440) 238-6697 

Email:  StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com (Congregational)                                                                                                             

Website:  www.strongsvilleucc.com 13740 Pearl Road                                                                                                             
Strongsville, Ohio  44136                                                                                                            

Rev. Heidi Denman McDougall                                                                                           

Worship 10 a.m. (+online)                                                                        Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D E C E M B E R    2 0 2 3    N E W S L E T T E R 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

―For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 

to visit me.‖ –Matthew 25:35-36 

 

Thankful. Grateful. Blessed. 

 
As we finally finish off the last of those 
Thanksgiving leftovers, I want to pause and share 
with you what’s been happening over the past few 
months since our generous benefactor gifted us 
with a sizable gift and a challenge to change lives. 
Here are some of the ways we have been able to 
make the world a little better: 

 We were able to cover an expensive car 
repair for someone who otherwise might not 
have been able to start a brand-new job. 

 We contributed to the new van fund of 
Second Mile Ministries, so that organization 
can continue their good works with 
veterans. 

 We paid an electrical bill that had gotten out 
of hand, due to unemployment and family 
illness. 

 We covered a new set of tires so the 
caregiver for a disabled family member was 
able to continue in that role. 

 In light of the tragic bus crash involving 
Tusky Valley High School students, we have 
contributed to a benefit fund for a young 
woman whose medical bills are already 
soaring. 

In Genesis, Yahweh spoke these words to 
Abraham: I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing; in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. Like 
Abraham, we are blessed to be a blessing to 
others. In this holiday season, may your eyes be 
open to God’s Presence and blessing in your life, 
and may you find ways, every day, to be a blessing 
to those whom you encounter along the way.  

Hope, Love and Peace, 
Pastor Heidi 
 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has. –Margaret Mead 

* * * * * 

In order to be accountable to our benefactor of our 
Fresh Starts funds, Pastor Heidi keeps those funds 
separate from her Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
(PDF). Over the past two months, we have been 
meeting people’s daily needs at a record pace, 
supplying one-time gifts of Sheetz gas cards for 
food or gas. As a result, the PDF is diminished. If 
you are so inclined, Pastor Heidi would appreciate 
your support of these day-to-day emergency funds. 
You may write a check to The United Church of 

Christ and please write Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund on the memo line. Thank you for being in 
ministry—together. 
* * * * * 
Interested in a different Advent calendar to explore 
your faith this year? Pastor Heidi has one created 
by Prayer Bench to share. Just email her and ask! 
h.e.denman@gmail.com 

====================================== 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

SERVICE 
Sunday, December 10

th
  

at 7 p.m. Service of 

Remembrance & Healing 
Join us for a time of reflection, remembrance and 
meditation as together we seek peace during this 
busy season. All are welcome—especially you. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video 
recorded each week and posted on our YouTube 

channel for all to enjoy. Just go to 

strongsvilleucc.com, go to Worship, and click on 

Service Videos. HERE’S THE LINK TO OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKo

X7HMnKORbXfQ/videos Thanks to Doug Thorn 

for posting these each week. 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 – 10 a.m. 
First Sunday of Advent 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Greeter:  Colette Emerson 

Liturgist: Linda Ponstingle 

Ushers: Roz Fotos 

Special Music: Bell Choir  
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 – 10 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Greeters: Carole Kapcar, Teri Barbish 

Liturgist: Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

Ushers: Volunteers needed 

Special Music: Chancel Choir 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 – 10 a.m. 
Third Sunday of Advent 

CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 

Greeter: Judy & Les Fox 

Liturgist: Sandy O’Shea  

Ushers: Volunteers needed 

Special Music:  Children’s Choir 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 – 10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Greeter: Roger & Judy Davis 

Liturgist: Dave Williams 

Ushers: Volunteers needed 

Special Music:  Chancel Choir 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 – 10 p.m. 

Traditional Candlelight Lessons & Carols 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 – 10 a.m. 
First Sunday after Christmas 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Greeter: Susann Lerch 

Liturgist: Tom Gaumer 

Ushers: Volunteers needed 

Special Music:  Music Team 

====================================== 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT 

GOD’S TABLE! 
As we seek to walk ever more 

closely with Jesus and welcome 
all without question or singling 

anyone out, we will now be offering gluten-free bread to 
ALL who come forward to the Table for Holy 

Communion. ALL means ALL at The United Church of 
Christ (Congregational)! 

IN CHRISTIAN 
SYMPATHY 

Our sympathy goes out to the family and 

friends of Robert Sperber, who died on 
November 16, 2023 at the age of 81. 

Robert joined our congregation in 1954. 
Burial took place on November 21, 2023 at Strongsville 

Cemetery. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to 

Susann Lerch and family on the 

death of Bruce A. Lerch. Bruce 
died on November 19, 2023 after 
a fall. He had joined the church 
earlier this year. Services were 
held on November 22, 2023 at Sunset Memorial Park. 

=========================================== 

Marriage 
Congratulations 

Our best wishes to Dallas and 

Jenny (Wahl) Brammer, who 
were married in Key West, 

Florida on November 18, 2023. 
Dallas & Jenny are the parents 

of Carson Brammer. Dallas is 

the son of Cheryl & Ed Sobek 

and the grandson of Ginny & 

Kenn Oerkfitz. 

-------------------------------------------- 
THANK YOU NOTES 

Thank you to all of my church friends 
for the prayers and cards.--Betty 

―Grammy‖ Craig 
-------------------------------------------------- 
THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO 

PARTICIPATED 
IN THE LIVE 
NATIVITY AND 
OPEN HOUSE!  
The Youth Group & 
set-up crew, the cider 
servers, the cookie 

bakers, the Live Nativity models, and of 
course, the clean-up 
crew! Special thanks to 
Dale & Cathy Hawk, 
Rachel Zielinski, Jim 
Heinrich, and Doug 
Thorn for organizing 
and doing the heavy 
lifting for this popular 
and important community event! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT IS 

COMING!  
Rehearsals will take place during and after Sunday 

School classes each week prior to December 17
th

—

OUR PAGEANT DAY, when we will have our pageant 

during the worship service! 

------------------------------------------ 

PENNY SUNDAY 
Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to November’s Penny Sunday. We 
collected $443.50 to help with the medical bills of 
Brynn Goedell, a high school student who was 
seriously injured in the Tusky Valley band bus 

accident. Please save your coins, dollars, and 
checks (to UCC) for our next Penny Sunday on 

January 28, 2024.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOK STUDY 
A YEAR OF BIBLICAL 

WOMANHOOD 

Continuing on December 18
th

, 
Pastor Heidi and Linda Elkins 
are leading a monthly book study based on Rachel Held 
Evans's wonderful book, A Year of Biblical Womanhood. 
Based on Old Testament rituals and practices, the book 
chronicles Rachel's attempts to follow these ancient 
practices in a modern world. The group will meet on the 

third Monday of each month at 7 p.m., for one hour. 
It’s not too late to join us!  

===================================== 

Thanksgiving ―Basket‖ project 

Thank You!  
Thanks to your generosity, 28 families 
were provided grocery gift cards for 

Thanksgiving. 

  The Mitten Tree… 
We are still collecting hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, and socks for the 

needy through December 3
rd

; bring 
your items to the church during office 
hours and they will be placed on the 
Mitten Tree. After the 3

rd
, the items will 

be given to the homeless shelter and 

the tree will become the Family of Faith tree. If you 
have not donated an ornament for yourself/your family, 
you may bring it to the church office and your ornament 
will join the others on our tree! 

==================================== 

PHOTO DIRECTORY UPDATE 

The proof was approved and sent in on 

November 10
th

, so production is underway. 

Folks who were photographed receive a 

free copy. Extra directories may be 

purchased for $10 each. 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Please provide updates for this list to the church office. 
 

Long-Term Care or Homebound: Joan 
Beckwith, Laurie Meister, Ruth Milidonis, 
Karen Rak, Connie Rebar, Maggie Struhar 
 

Church Family: Church Family: Serena 
Abruzzino, Jennifer Cockrell, Sam Cuyler Jr., 
Sue Hawk, Irene Jannsohn, Carole Kapcar, 
Bobbie  & Wayne Krisak, Karl & Sharon 
Kuhlenschmidt, Jim Maresco, Reggie McCray, Roy Merkle, 
Lola Millhoane, Kenn Oerkfitz, Gary Paul, George Pavisich, 
Dan Ponstingle, Joyce Reed, Dorothy & Bill Ritchie, Peter 
Smith, Sharon Wilson, Claire Wills, Marty Winch 
 

Extended Church Family: Edward and Sharon Acton (Sally 
Herzog’s friends), Dorene Baldridge, Ron & Yvonne Adams 
(Judi Pavisich’s friends), Amy Carroll (Marty Winch’s sister), 
Angie Colosimo (Judi Pavisich’s friend), Barbara Davis (Don & 
Sandy Gleichauf’s friend), Kim Filiatraut (Sarah Keenen’s 
friend), Elizabeth Fulford (Lora Rung’s friend), Joanne Gariepy 
(Sally Herzog’s friend), Kathy Ghetti (friend of Ginger Rothel),  
Dana Hardy (Craig’s wife), Diane Mason (Lora Rung’s friend), 
Rudy Matjazic (Judi Pavisich’s friend), Donna McDonald (the 
Ritchies’ friend), Linda McNabb (Ginger Rothel’s sister-in-law),  
Thomas O’Shea (Sandy’s dad), Sylvia Pakish (Don & Sandy 
Gleichauf’s friend),  Jeff Peacock (former member), Zora 
Roundtree (FL4A volunteer), Mike Rung (Lora’s brother), 
Amanda Shannon (Sarah & Jon Hayes’ friend),  Vicki Smith 
(Venner Clarinets), Chris Vozniak (Lora Rung’s friend), Tom 
(friend of Judi Pavisich), Don Wills (friend of Judi Pavisich), 
The people of Ukraine, victims of violence, those affected by 
natural disasters 

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like to 

pray for others via the email prayer chain. 
h.e.denman@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
THE CHRISTMAS FUND 

Formerly known as Veterans of the Cross, 
this special offering of the United Church 

of Christ provides direct financial 
assistance to retired and active United 

Church of Christ authorized ministers and 
lay employees and their surviving 
spouses, including pension and health premium 

supplementation, emergency assistance, and Christmas 
thank-you checks. A ministry of the Pension Boards, the 

offering is received throughout December.  Offering 
envelopes will be in the pew racks. 

___________________________________________ 
 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS MAIL BOX 
To send Christmas greetings to 
fellow members and friends, the 
church “mail box” will again be 
available in the Gathering Area.  
Please remember to check the box 

for greetings you receive.   
 
Also, please do not put cards in the box for friends 
who are not in town for Christmas.  The church office 
cannot mail your personal Christmas cards.  Cards 
left after Christmas will be discarded.  Thank you.   
 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com
https://ext.pbucc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=290&Itemid=300
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Did you know that the 

father-son duo of Doug 

Thorn and Devin Thorn set 
up the lights for the Live 

Nativity? Thanks for your hard work, gentlemen! 
 

Did you know that Herb Hampson put up our new 

handicap signs in the parking lot? John Toth 
provided assistance as well. Thanks a bunch, fellas! 
 

Did you know that Jim Heinrich, assisted by Sharon 

Heinrich, cut down and hauled away the dead tree by 
the Pilgrim Hall Pearl Road door? We really 
appreciate you two! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MUSIC NOTES 
Many thanks to Ken Mehalko, 

Carol Foley, Sue McLaughlin, 

the Chancel Choir, and of course, Tom Foley, 

Sharon Heinrich, and Mike Elkins for their music 
in November.  

==================================== 
FROM OUR FRIENDS AT 

SOUTHWEST COMMUNITY 
CHORUS: Join us onSunday, 

December 3
rd

 at 3 p.m. for our 
Christmas concert, “Amid the Winter 

Snow,” at the Berea United Methodist Church (170 
Seminary Street in Berea). Come and hear this 
community choir, which is under the direction of Tom 
Foley, accompanied by Carol Konet. Many of our own 
SUCC Chancel Choir members also sing in the 
Southwest Community Chorus. We hope you will support 
our singers and celebrate the Christmas season with 
music! 

====================================== 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT STRONGSVILLE 

COMMUNITY BAND: 

On Sunday, December 10
th

 at 
3 p.m., the Band will present 
their Christmas concert at the 
Ehrnfeldt Center. More music to 
enjoy and celebrate the most 
wonderful time of the year! 

==================================== 

SWINGIN’ SOUNDS OF THE 

SEASON CHRISTMAS 

JAZZ CONCERT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

th 

 at 7 p.m.  LIVE MUSIC featuring 

Strongsville’s Jazz Band and 

vocalist Cindy Smith Tickets will 
be $10 ($5 for kids under 10) and 
we will have a reception following the concert. 

Please contact Ingrid Dickson or Pam Keenen if 
you can donate finger foods for the reception. 

PANERA PALS 
Are you able to give less than an hour of 

your time on a Monday or Friday morning to 
pick up and/or sort Panera bread, bagels, 
and pastries? Please contact the church 

office if you can help with this worthwhile ministry. Thank 

you so much to our faithful bread transporters: Teri 

Barbish, Carole Kapcar, Roz Fotos, Maria Graeff, 

Linda Elkins, Cherie Teagno, Wayne & Bobbi Cook, 

and Sharon Lempner, who are enabling the Panera 

Bread ministry to continue! Special thanks to Pastor 

Heidi, Cathy Hawk, and Irene Joyce who transport the 
bread and pastries downtown when needed. 

======================================== 

RIVER VALLEY PAPER RECYCLING 
KEEP RECYCLING YOUR PAPER, 
MAGAZINES, AND CARDBOARD (Please break 
down cardboard.) PRO TIP: The bin is usually 
emptied on Mondays. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

BE MORE IN 2024! 
New sign-up sheets in the 

Gathering Area are waiting for your 
name to be added as a greeter or 

usher. No experience is 
necessary—we will show you 

everything you need to know! Everyone is welcome 
to be a part of our church life. 

============================================= 

PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR 

A SCAM! Pastor Heidi will 

never ask you for cash or gift 
cards via text or email. If there 
is a need, she will approach 
you in person. 

============================== 

IMPORTANT INFO—Do you 

know where the AED and First Aid Kit 
are located in the church? They are 
adjacent to the doorway in Pilgrim 
Hall, just to the right of the 

confirmation classroom.  

----------------------------------------------------- 
NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 

Did you know? The "tip jar" you see next to the 
coffee on Sunday mornings is there for a 

reason. The "tips" go directly to keeping the 
coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, etc.,  

supplied. Your generosity is appreciated! 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL--

Wednesdays    

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Thank you to all our faithful volunteers! 

Our program has applied for and received a Making 

a Difference grant from the Heartland Conference of 

the UCC for $1,000. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

SERVICES—December 24
th
  

4
th

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 10 A.M. 
 

TRADITIONAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 10 P.M. 

---------------------------------- 

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS: 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 

the Sharing Tree project.  
 

CHRISTMAS FOR VETERANS—In November, the 
Mission Outreach Committee put together gift 

backpacks for veterans in Cuyahoga County via 
Second Mile Outreach! 

In January, we will have the “SOUPER BOWL” 
soup drive. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

IN OUR COMMUNITY--Girl Scout Troop 

#71363 is stocking and maintaining a “Hygiene 
Library,” which is located on the lawn near the 

parking lot facing Royalton Road. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GIFT CARDS 
PLEASE ORDER YOUR 

CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS 

RIGHT AWAY. It’s time to put in 

your Christmas orders by calling Jim Joyce at 216-346-

4161 in advance. Limited stock is available for purchase 

on Sunday mornings. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The Strongsville Food Bank is searching 
for a coordinator for the Food Bank. They 

are looking for a community-focused, 
compassionate, and detail-oriented 

individual who will oversee all aspects of the Strongsville Food 
Bank, guaranteeing smooth operations. 

- Average weekly work hours: 30 hours, some weekends and 
evenings; Compensation: $30-$35k 

Qualifications for this job include: a strong desire to help 
others, ability to effectively communicate with community 
members as well as volunteers, organizational skills and 

Word/Excel knowledge for record keeping.  If you are 
interested or want more information about this position, please 
ask for a complete job description or send a resume and cover 

letter to strongsvillefoodbank@gmail.com 

The Strongsville Emergency Food Bank has always 
been supported by our congregation. Please remember, 
we do not accept expired goods. The needs December 

would be family meals & canned veggies. 
=========================================== 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 The Diaconate will meet on 

December 5
th

 at 7 p.m. in the 
Parlor 

 The Board of Trustees will meet on the second 

Tuesday of the month, December 12
th

 at 7 p.m. 
in the Parlor. 

 The Official Board will have an email meeting in 
December. 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR LAST MONTH 

The altar flowers are given— 
November 5

th
  

In honor of Chris & Karen Morgan’s wedding 
anniversary on November 7

th
 

The Zielinski family 
 

November 12
th

 

Happy 24
th
 Birthday to Gina Gigliotti 

today!—Love, Mom & Dad 
Dedicated to Linda Kapcar and Barbara Camp, 

whose service on the Diaconate is deeply 
missed. Well done, good and faithful servants 

 

 November 19
th

      
Celebrating our great-grandson, Cory’s birthday on 

November 15
th
--Joyce & George Reed 

Thankful for the Blessings of Family and Friends 
The Hawks 

 

November 26
th

 
Celebrating our 23

rd
 wedding anniversary! 

Ken Mehalko & Bev Wehr 
 

Always in our hearts, never forgotten, Jay. We miss you. 
Serena Abruzzino and the “kidz” 

 

 

THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2024 IS NOW 

POSTED IN PILGRIM HALL. Please sign up for 

fresh flowers in honor or in memory of a loved 

one or just for yourself. Cost will be $36 for two 

vases; $18 for one. 
=========================================== 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

 Week of November 5
th

                         

In memory of a good and faithful servant, Barb Camp 
The members of the Diaconate 

 

Week of November 12
th

           
Happy Birthday to Zach Craig on November 13

th
 

and Katie Lett on November 18
th
   

With love, Grammy 
Happy Birthday today to ―Jimison‖ Joyce 

Love, Alaya & Elliott 
 

In appreciation to all veterans for their service to the 
nation. 

                  

 

Week of November 19
th

       
Happy Birthday to Adam Craig on November 20

th
 and 

Happy 60
th
 Anniversary to Debbie & Larry Wentz on 

November 24
th
! 

With love, Grammy/Mom 
Congratulations to SPD Sergeant Jon Hayes! 

With love, Grammy 
 

Week of November 26
th

        
Happy Birthday to Stephen Popovich on November 28

th
! 

With love, Grammy 
 

 

To light the steeple, the minimum donation is $5.00. 
Multiple dedications are welcomed for each week. 

Please email strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com. Thank you 

to everyone who lights our steeple! 

====================================== 

mailto:strongsvillefoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com
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GOOD NEWS! On Wednesday, 
November 8

th
, Pastor Heidi was 

interviewed by the UCC Living Water 
Association General Minister and has 

been re-licensed to remain as pastor for three 
more years!  

********************************************************** 
THRIFT SHOP 

The Thrift Shop is OPEN 

every Thursday from 10 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. Come and shop 
lots of interesting merchandise 

at amazing prices. Donations are being accepted 
during those hours, but please try to limit your 
donations to what you can carry downstairs. 
 

As always, special thanks to our dedicated 

volunteers and to everyone who supports the 

Thrift Shop with donations or by shopping! 

==================================== 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP— 
 

Everyone is welcome at all our events! 

ALL LADIES ARE INVITED TO OUR 

CHRISTMAS TEA 

Saturday, December 2
nd

 at 1 p.m.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

====================================== 

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM 
If you like to cook . . . or bake . . . or 
reach out to others in love . . . as 
winter and circumstances continue to 
make it hard to stay connected, your 
Diaconate is organizing a Pastoral 

Care Ministry Team and would LOVE to have you 
take part! (You do not need to be a member of the 
Diaconate to participate, and you may come and 
go as you are led.)  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Due to a bank change,  

all checks to the church 

should be made out to 

United Church of Christ or 

UCC or United Church of 

Christ (Congregational). 

Please do not use 

"Strongsville" or ―SUCC‖ in the ―Pay to the 

Order of‖ line. Thanks! 

CHURCH OFFICERS IN 2023 
 
 

*Elected January 29, 2023  
 
 

Moderator: Greg Dickson  Vice-Moderator:  Jen Barry 

Treasurer: Sally Herzog    Clerk: Judy Gaumer   
 

Sunday School Co-Superintendents 
Linda Elkins     Mary Densmore* 

    

Board of Trustees 
 Diana Creecy   Chris Goff*    Herb Hampson  

Cathy Hawk*    Sarah Hayes       Cheryl Sobek*  
Dan Winrod*    Laura Winrod*   Rachel Zielinski  

 

 

Endowment Fund Subcommittee 
Greg Dickson    Linda Stepan     Dave Williams*  

 

Diaconate 
Teri Barbish    Jean Bittinger*  Elaine Coffey  

Bobbi Cook*   Wayne Cook*  Judy Davis* 
 Carole Kapcar*   Sharon Maresco   Linda Ponstingle     

Cherie Teagno       Barbara White*    
Mary Ellen Zimmerman*     

 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Serena Abruzzino*   Mary Densmore*  

Linda Elkins        Amanda Marshall         Lora Rung     
 

 

Music Committee 
Richard Densmore Ingrid Dickson 

Pam Keenen    Ken Mehalko*       Mike Willis*  
ex officio:  Sharon Heinrich   Tom Foley       Mike Elkins 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Judi Pavisich       Bill Schneider*       Richard Taylor     

Rob Toth  Mary Willis* 
 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
Judy Carte*    Sarah Hayes    Bobbie Krisak   Lora Rung*       

Jennifer Sekorky      Peter Smith *    Bev Wehr 
Mary Ellen Zimmerman* 

*****************************************************************  
GIVING OPTIONS 

 

If you are interested in giving electronically, you 
can set up your giving through Bill Pay on your 

bank's website or on our church’s website: 

www.strongsvilleucc.com. You may also mail a check 

to Strongsville UCC 13740 Pearl Road Strongsville, 

OH 44136 or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  

----------------------------------------------------------- 

FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Gary Zielinski 
 

Below is a monthly report listing the budget income we 
need to receive from Pledges and Offerings and the amount 

received from November 5 through November 26, 2023. 

Thank you to everyone who supports our church and 

its ministries.  
 

       Offering Needed      $14,468.04 for 4 Sundays 
       Offering Received  $13,128.58 
                                    (-$ 1,339.46) 

PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED TO 

DATE: 50 

It’s not too late to send in your 

pledge! 
 

 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/
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ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

Chairmen of church organizations: Annual reports are 
to be submitted electronically and are due in the church 

office on January 7, 2024.  Please be kind an email your 
reports in on time. Thank you!!! 
Once completed, Annual Reports will be available for 
pickup prior to the Annual Meeting. 
____________________________________________  
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation will take place 

Sunday, January 28, 2024, and 
will be preceded by the 
traditional Pancake Brunch.  All 

are encouraged to attend this meeting.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

WOULD YOU LIKE A WAY TO SERVE GOD AND 

SERVE YOUR CHURCH AT THE SAME TIME? 

How about volunteering to serve on a church 

board or committee? 
The Nominating Committee, through the 
Official Board, will be looking for church 
members to fill the many open positions on 

our boards. Please consider saying YES 
when a member of the Nominating 
Committee asks you to serve. Some of the 

positions that are available include: 
 

Moderator, who presides over the Official Board and 
represents the church in the community 
 

Vice-Moderator, who works in tandem with the Moderator, 
serves on the Nominating Committee, and enlists 
volunteers for dinners and other Official Board events. 
 

Treasurer: Manages the outgoing finances of the church in 
conjunction with the Financial Secretary 
 

Diaconate, which oversees the worship operations and 
church services.  The committees of the Diaconate are 
Acolytes, Altar, Coffee Hour, Funeral, Greeters, 
Membership, Nursery, Pastoral Relations, Special Events 
and Ushers.  
 

Board of Trustees, which oversees the finances and 
physical plant of the church.  The committees of the 
Trustees are Building and Grounds, Finance, and Long-
Range Planning and Memorial/Endowment. 
 

Mission & Outreach, which sponsors projects and our 
church’s benevolence in the local, national, and 
international communities, including the 5 for 5 offerings 
through the United Church of Christ 
 

Stewardship, which administers a yearly campaign to 
assess and inspire giving of time, talent, and treasure 
 

Christian Education, which oversees the Sunday School 
and Adult Education programs 
 

Music Committee, which supervises all aspects of the 
Music Ministry 
 
Remember the old but true saying, Many hands make light 
work.  Plan to be a part of one of these boards or 
committees.  Thank you for your consideration.  

FINANCIAL OFFICERS OF CHURCH GROUPS: 
 

Please turn in your financial statements to the Auditing 

Committee through the church office by January 7, 2024.  
It is extremely important that all books be audited before the 
Annual Meeting on January 28, 2024.  All organizations are 
required to submit:  
 

1. ALL bank books (savings and/or checking). 
 

2. ALL bank statements for each month for each  
   account.  Checking accounts statements should show  
   completed reconcilement on the back.  
 

3. ALL monthly recap forms.  
 

4. ALL bank deposit slips, withdrawal slips and bank  
   check receipts (if received), attached to monthly recap  
   forms.  
 

5. ALL receipts and bills paid.  
 

6. Copy of Annual Financial Report (original provided to  
   church office for Annual Report). 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

==================================== 
ALTAR POINSETTIA FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
Order deadline is Sunday, December 3, 2023.  Please 
complete this form and give it to the Church office with 

your cash or check payment.  The cost is $7.00.  
 

Wording for bulletin:  
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Given by:  
_____________________________________________ 
 
Number of plants: ___  x  $7.00/plant =  $___________ 
 
Please make your check payable to United Church of 
Christ, and place it with your order in the offering plate, 
under the office door, or mail it to:  
 

Strongsville United Church of Christ 
13740 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, OH  44136 
 

Thank you for placing a poinsettia plant on the altar! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Treasurer’s Records 2023 Christmas Poinsettia 
 

Total number of plants:  _________         
 

Amount enclosed: $__________ 
 

Envelope number: _______    Cash/Check #__________ 
 

Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
 

Order deadline is Sunday, December 3, 2023. 
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The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 

13740 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, OH 44136 

www.strongsvilleucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/

