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WELCOME!

We are grateful you chose to worship with us this morning. No matter who
you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

t Please stand as you are comfortable.

As you enter the sanctuary, welcome one another.
As you hear the chimes ring, settle your mind in silence.
As worship begins, welcome God's Holy Spirit.

PRELUDE “We Three Kings” Hopkins
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Irene Joyce
INTROIT “We've Only Just Begun” Williams

1 CALL TO WORSHIP Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 The Message
Leader: There’s an opportune time to do things, a right time for
everything on the earth:

People: Aright time for birth and another for death; a right time
to plant and another to reap.

Men: A right time to kill and another to heal; aright time to
destroy and another to construct.

Leader: A right time to cry and another to laugh; a right time to
lament and another to cheer.

Women: A right time to make love and another to abstain; a
right time to embrace and another to part.

Leader: A right time to search and another to count your losses; a
right time to hold on and another to let go.

People: Aright time to rip out and another to mend; aright time
to shut up and another to speak up. A right time to love and
another to hate; aright time to wage war and another to make
peace.

1 HYMN 97 “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”
A READING FROM THE PSALMS Psalm 8

(New International Version)
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory in the heavens.
Through the praise of children and infants,
you have established a stronghold against your enemies,
to silence the foe and the avenger.
When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is mankind that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?
You have made them a little lower than the angels
and crowned them with glory and honor.
You made them rulers over the works of your hands;

You put everything under their feet: all flocks and herds,
and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky,

and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Leader: The Word of God, for us, the people of God;
People: Thanks be to God.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our

debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANTHEM “Turn, Turn, Turn” Seeger
A TIME FOR SPEAKING AND A TIME FOR LISTENING
OFFERING

OFFERTORY “In the Bleak Midwinter” Holst

T DOXOLOGY 815 Tune: Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1 DEDICATING OUR LIVES AND OUR GIFTS
1 HYMN 686 “O God Our Help in Ages Past”

T BENEDICTION

Now may the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Know that wherever you are, God is with you. Amen.

T RESPONSE/POSTLUDE “Auld Lang Syne” Scotch Air

SERVING

TODAY-JANUARY 1 NEXT SUNDAY-JANUARY 8

Judi Pavisich Greeters Volunteer needed
Ingrid Dickson Liturgist Elaine Coffey
Judi Pavisich Ushers Volunteer needed
Volunteers needed Acolytes Oliver & Matilda Sekorky
Tom Foley Director of Music Tom Foley
Mike Elkins Associate Director of Music Mike Elkins
Sharon Heinrich Organist Sharon Heinrich
Doug Thorn/Jim Heinrich Sound Doug Thorn/Jim Heinrich

Music Team Special Music Chancel Choir
PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video recorded each week and
posted on our YouTube channel for all to enjoy. Just go to
strongsvilleucc.com, select Worship, and click on Service Videos.

Our steeple will light the sky this week—
In loving memory of Mike & Deb Dickson
With love, Greg & Ingrid Dickson

FRESH FLOWERS ARE BACK! Please sign up for
2023 altar flowers on the bulletin board in Pilgrim Hall.

A NOTE OF THANKS—

Today, we thank Tom Foley, Sharon Heinrich, and Mike Elkins for
sharing their music with us today.

OFFERINGS RECEIVED ~ Remember Your

Weekly Offering Needed $3,649.37 S =y
Last Week’s Offering Received $3,123.00 g
Difference (- $526.37)
Thank you very much for your support.
Pledge cards received to date: 62

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS

.......................

mee ll ng e The Board of Trustees will meet on the second
""""""""""" < Tuesday of the month, January 10" at 7 p.m. in the Parlor.

e The Diaconate will meet on the second Tuesday of the month,
January 17" at7 p.m. in the Parlor.

e The Official Board will meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month,
January 24" at 7 p.m. in the Parlor.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS MAIL BOX T

Please remember to check the box for greetings you B f\\
have received. 4 /\
Cards left after January 15" will be discarded. Thank e
you.

OUR PRAYER LIST

Please provide updates for this list to the church office.
Long-Term Care or Homebound: Ruth Milidonis, Karen Rak, Connie Rebar

Church Family: Serena Abruzzino, Joan Beckwith, Lloyd
Bridle, Mary Carey, Gina Cathcart, Kathy Cockrell, Betty Craig,
Christina Craig, Sam Cuyler Jr., Sam Cuyler, Sr., Sue Hawk,
Paul Hirt, Charles Jannshon, Bruce Keenen, Wayne Krisak,
Karl & Sharon Kuhlenschmidt, Len Lane, Judy Maur, Reggie
McCray, Laurie Meister, Roy Merkle, Michele Mihlack, Lola
Millhoane, Kenn Oerkfitz, Gary Paul, Sandy Pogozelski, Joyce
Reed, Dorothy & Bill Ritchie, Ginger Rothel, Tracy Seneff,
Peter Smith, Maggie Struhar, Sharon Wilson, Dave Williams,
Janis Williamson, Claire Wills, Marty Winch, Rachel Zielinski, Mary Ellen
Zimmerman

Extended Church Family: Dorene Baldridge, Amy Carroll (Marty Winch’s sister),
Ron Colosimo (Judi Pavisich’s friend), John Dickson (Greg’s dad), Kim Filiatraut
(Sarah Keenen'’s friend), Elizabeth Fulford (Lora Rung’s friend),Jennifer Gleichauf
(Don & Sandy’s daughter-in-law), Dana Hardy (Craig’s wife), Tiffany Hassel (Judi
Pavisich’s daughter-in-law), Julie Kowell (Sarah Cathcart Wilhoit’s friend), Ed Kuhn
(Sandy & Don Gleichauf's friend), Andrew Majoros (Michele Mihlack’s cousin),
Diane Mason (Lora Rung’s friend), Rudy Matjazic (Judi Pavisich’s friend, Donna
McDonald (the Ritchies’ friend), Zachary McKeever (Pastor Heidi and Chuck’s
great-nephew), Linda McNabb (Ginger Rothel’s sister-in-law), Heather Overman
(friend of Judi Pavisich), Mae O’Shea (Sandy O’Shea’s mom), Thomas O’'Shea
(Sandy’s dad), Jeff Peacock, Terry Robson (Barb & Mark Camp’s friend), Mike
Rung (Lora’s brother), Tina Serrano (Elliott Joyce’s grandma), Amanda Shannon
(Sarah & Jon Hayes’ friend), Vicky Smith (Venner Clarinets), Bruce Unger (Sally
Herzog’s friend), Chris Vozniak (Lora Rung'’s friend), Weston (Chelsea Cathcart’s
friend’s baby), Tom (friend of Judi Pavisich), The people of Ukraine, victims of
violence, those affected by severe weather

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like to pray for
others via the email prayer chain. h.e.denman@gmail.com



mailto:StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com
mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL
Wednesdays 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
We have room for YOU! Please join us for a
nutritious meal and warm fellowship.
Reminder: For the safety of our volunteers and friends, when the
Strongsville City Schools are closed on a Wednesday for the weather,
the Free Lunch for All will not be serving lunch.

THRIFT SHOP )
The Thrift Shop is OPEN on Thursdays from 10 ;‘}7@\’7’
a.m. until 4 p.m. Come and shop lots of Thetft Shog
interesting merchandise at amazing prices. Thoradog?

Donations are being accepted during those hours,
but please try to limit your donations to what you can carry downstairs.

PLEASE NOTE: THE THRIFT SHOP WILL BE CLOSED ON
JANUARY 5, 2023.

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation will take place Sunday,
January 29, 2023, and will be preceded
" by the traditional Pancake Brunch. All
are encouraged to attend this meeting.
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ALL ORGANIZATIONS: Annual Reports are due
via email January 8, 2023.

FINANCIAL OFFICERS OF CHURCH GROUPS:

Please turn in your financial statements to the Auditing Committee through the
church office by January 8, 2023.
It is extremely important that all books be audited before the Annual Meeting on
January 29, 2023. All organizations are required to submit:
THANKS!
1. ALL bank books (savings and/or checking).
2. ALL bank statements for each month for each

account. Checking accounts statements should show

completed reconcilement on the back.
3. ALL monthly recap forms.
4. ALL bank deposit slips, withdrawal slips and bank

check receipts (if received), attached to monthly recap

forms.
5. ALL receipts and bills paid.
6. Copy of Annual Financial Report (original provided to

church office for Annual Report).

DON’T FORGET!
If you’re doing any shopping online, why not benefit the
amazon church while you make your purchases from Amazon?
. It's incredibly easy! Here’s what you do:
You shop. Amazon gives. 1. Instead of typing amazon.com into your
search bar, type in smile.amazon.com.
2. Select United Church of Christ Congregational Strongsville by
clicking this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1298100
3. Shop as you would normally—that’s it!

Your addresses, billing information, and shopping cart are still saved and your
Prime membership privileges still apply. A small percentage of your purchase
price will go toward supporting the church.

WOULD YOU LIKE A WAY TO SERVE GOD AND SERVE
YOUR CHURCH AT THE SAME TIME? How about

volunteering to serve on a church board or committee?
The Nominating Committee, through the Official Board, will be looking for
church members to fill the many open positions on
1 our boards.

Hre | An Lo Many offices in the church will be available for the
coming year. Please consider saying YES when a
member of the Nominating Committee asks you to
serve. Some of the positions that are available
include:

Diaconate, which oversees the worship operations
and church services. The committees of the Diaconate are Acolytes, Altar,
Coffee Hour, Funeral, Greeters, Membership, Nursery, Pastoral Relations,
Special Events, Ushers, and Church Family Care Team.

Board of Trustees, which oversees the finances and physical plant of the
church. The committees of the Trustees are Building and Grounds,
Finance, and Long-Range Planning and Memorial/Endowment.

Mission & Outreach, which sponsors projects and our church’s
benevolence in the local, national, and international communities, including
the 5 for 5 offerings through the United Church of Christ

Stewardship, which administers a yearly campaign to assess and inspire
giving of time, talent, and treasure

Christian Education, which oversees the Sunday School and Adult
Education programs

Music Committee, which supervises all aspects of the Music Ministry

Remember the old but true saying, Many hands make light work. Plan to
be a part of one of these boards or committees. Thank you for your
consideration.

February 17-19, 2023
Templed Hills Camp
in Bellville, Ohio

L |
TEMPLED HILLS

OHIO CONFERENCL
i

The Church’s Annual All-Family Winter g e )
Retreat will take place on President’s M
Day weekend 2023: The sign-up sheet
to attend and the sign-up sheet for
things to bring and to volunteer will soon be posted on the bulletin board in
Pilgrim Hall. Please reserve your spot and room now, as rooms will be first-
come, first-served. The cut-off to sign up—January 8" —will be strictly
enforced. Space is limited to 13 families. Also, please let us know if you
have any special dietary needs. Finally, those that wish to come down on
Saturday only—we would be happy to have you there, but we also need
your reservation by January 8", and the cost is $10 per meal. Please
contact Irene Joyce or Rachel Zielinski if you have any questions.

Here is the cost:

ADULTS (12 and up): $75
CHILDREN (6-11): $20
CHILDREN (5 and under): FREE

Important dates to remember:

JANUARY 8, 2023: Reservations close; MONEY DUE

JANUARY 8, 2023: Special dietary needs reported

FEBRUARY 12, 2022: Retreat planning meeting in the church after the
worship service

WE EXTEND OUR SINCERE THANKS TO OUR
CHURCH OFFICERS FOR 2022
Elected January 30, 2022  * =1 year term
**appointed by the Official Board
Moderator: Greg Dickson
Vice-Moderator: Jen Barry
Treasurer: Sally Herzog
Clerk: Judy Gaumer

Sunday School Co-Superintendents
Linda Elkins  Serena Abruzzino

Board of Trustees
Myron Costin  Diana Creecy Bill Giuliano*
Herb Hampson Dale Hawk Sarah Hayes
Sandy Pogozelski* Dave Sekorky Ed Sobek*
Rachel Zielinski
Endowment Fund Subcommittee
Greg Dickson Linda Stepan  Joyce Reed*
Diaconate
Teri Barbish Barbara Camp* Elaine Coffey
Cathy Hawk*  Linda Kapcar Bobbie Krisak
Sharon Maresco Linda Ponstingle Cheryl Sobek* Cherie Teagno
Barbara White*
Mary Ellen Zimmerman**

Christian Education Committee
Serena Abruzzino* Mary Densmore

Linda Elkins Amanda Marshall Lora Rung
Music Committee
Richard Densmore Ingrid Dickson

Pam Keenen* Ken Mehalko* Rob Stepan*
ex officio: Sharon Heinrich Tom Foley Mike Elkins
Stewardship Committee
Sue Gigliotti*  Beth Giuliano* Judi Pavisich
Bill Schneider** Richard Taylor Rob Toth
Mission and Outreach Committee
Judy Carte* Sarah Hayes Bobbie Krisak Lora Rung*
Jennifer Sekorky  Peter Smith ** Bev Wehr*

BEE A BUSY BEE IN 2023
Sign-up sheets in the Gathering Area are waiting
for your name to be added as a greeter or an .
usher No experience is necessary—we will show | ,
you everything you need to know! Everyone is Sign Up
welcome to be a part of our church life. '

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM
h If you like to cook . . . or bake . . . or reach out to others in love .
.. as winter and circumstances continue to make it hard to stay
connected, your Diaconate is organizing a Pastoral Care
Ministry Team and would LOVE to have you take part! (You do
not need to be a member of the Diaconate to participate, and
you may come and go as you are led.)

PHONE A FRIEND!

Are you interested in praying for others, but don't use email? Your Church
Family Care Team has a number of folks who are willing to call you,
typically once a week, to share with you the prayer requests Pastor Heidi
shares via email. Please let Linda Ponstingle know.
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