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   THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                               Church Phone:  (440) 238-6697 

(Congregational)                                                                                                             Email:  StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com 

Website:  www.strongsvilleucc.com 13740 Pearl Road                                                                                                             
Strongsville, Ohio  44136                                                                                                            

Rev. Heidi Denman McDougall                                                                                           

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. (+online)                                                                        Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

J U N E   2 0 2 5    N E W S L E T T E R 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 

as a seal upon your arm, 

for love is strong as death. –Song of Songs 8:6 
 

Confirmed! 

What a lovely worship experience we had last month as 

we welcomed Riley, Autumn and Summer into the church 

family! The girls’ words were thoughtful and heartfelt, and 

I believe they give us all hope for the future of the 

church.  
 

I have since had a handful of people ask me about these 

words from the Apostles’ Creed, which we recited as part 

of the Rite of Confirmation:  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastor, they asked, why do we say we believe in the 

Catholic church? Good question, especially since many 

of our UCC siblings who were part of the Reformed 

tradition recite this creed weekly. 

Look again at the words. Notice that word catholic is not 

capitalized. When it’s lower case like this, catholic simply 

means universal. In fact many sources either include a 

footnote with that definition—or have replaced catholic 

altogether. The holy universal church includes all who 

choose to believe in and follow the Christ, unified in our 

beliefs by God’s Holy Spirit (whose nature Riley 

explained beautifully). The Holy Spirit’s task is to unite all 

followers in love (as Autumn and Summer reminded us).  

In other words . . . in simpler language, this paragraph 

might read like this:  
 

I believe in God’s Holy Spirit, one holy universal 

church, the family of all believers, God’s wide 

and crazy grace of forgiveness, the resurrection 

of the body and a life of everlasting Love, now 

and forevermore. Amen. 
 

God’s Love is boundless, beyond our words or creeds. 

Love is an action verb, always best done in community.  

Amen! 

 

Peace, Hope and Love, 

Pastor Heidi 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1 – 10 a.m. 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Greeter: Linda Plain 

Liturgist: Linda Ponstingle 

Music: Ken Mehalko, Music Team 

Summer Sunday School: Linda Elkins 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8 – 10 a.m. 
Pentecost Sunday 

Recognition Sunday 

Greeter: N. Garber & P. Smith 

Liturgist: Elaine Coffey 

Music: Chancel Choir 

Summer Sunday School: Amanda Marshall 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15 – 10 a.m.  
Trinity Sunday 

Father’s Day 

Greeter: Volunteer 

needed 

Liturgist: Mike Willis 

Music: Ralph Heimburger & Sandy O’Shea 

Summer Sunday School: Irene Joyce 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22 – 10 a.m. 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeter: Judi Pavisich 

Liturgist: Sharon Maresco 

Music: Foley Family 

Summer Sunday School: Volunteer needed 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 29 – 10 a.m. 
Third Sunday after Pentecost  

PENNY SUNDAY 

Greeter: Frank & Pat Jefferis 

Liturgist: Riley Marshall 

Music: Music Team 

Summer Sunday School: Volunteer needed 
========================================= 
PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video 
recorded each week and posted on our YouTube 

channel for all to enjoy. Just go to strongsvilleucc.com, 

go to Worship, and click on Service Videos. HERE’S 
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THE LINK TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HM

nKORbXfQ/videos Thanks to Doug Thorn for posting 

these each week. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE! 
As we seek to walk ever more 

closely with Jesus and welcome 
all without question or singling 

anyone out, we offer gluten-free 
bread to ALL who come forward 

to the Table for Holy Communion. ALL means ALL at The 
United Church of Christ (Congregational)!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Our wonderful 
Confirmation 
Class students 
were welcomed 
into church 
membership on 
May 18

th
 during 

worship. 

Congratulations to Riley Marshall, Autumn 

Zoscak, and Summer Zoscak!  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy to Kenn and 

Ginny Oerkfitz and Rowan Garcia on 

the death Rebecca Joy Oerkfitz-

Garcia, who died on May 12, 2025 at 
the age of 56. A celebration of 
Rebecca’s life will be held in August. 

============================================== 
MARRIAGE 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Erik and Bryana 

Joyce, who were married at our 
church on May 3, 2025! We wish them 

and their children, Alaya Hitchens 

and Elliott Joyce, many years of love 
and happiness! 

------------------------------------- 
Baby Congratulations 

Welcome to the world, 

Brooks William Geiermann, 

who was born to Megan (née 

Dickson)  and Jacob 

Geiermann on May 2, 2025 
in Carleton, Michigan! Proud 

grandparents are Greg and 

Ingrid Dickson. 

 
 

IT’S HAPPENING! 

CHURCH GARAGE SALE  
FRIDAY, JUNE 27

th
   from 6 P.M. – 8 P.M. 

AND  

SATURDAY, JUNE 28
th

 from 

9 A.M. – 2 P.M. 
 

Donations will be accepted from 

June 2
nd

 – 26
th

  
We accept household items, home 

décor, sporting equipment, craft supplies, books, games, 
toys, small electronics, furniture, kitchenware and dishes, 

plus clothing & shoes (for the Thrift Shop) 

We DO NOT accept liquids of any kind, hazardous 

materials, or large televisions. 
Please keep in mind: ―If you wouldn’t buy an item in 

the condition it’s in, please don’t foist it on the 
church.‖ Also, please plan to carry your items 

yourself or bring a helper (or two).Thanks!  
We’ll need lots of volunteers, too— 

On the days of the sale and every day the week 
before, sorting the items. Come in the morning, 

afternoon, or evening. 

Please see Rachel Zielinski or Irene Joyce if 

you can give a couple of hours of your time to 

help sort donations either day or evening from 

June 22 - 27 (or just show up)! 

=================== 

WE ALSO NEED LARGE SHOPPING 

BAGS! (Marc’s Bags) If you can spare 

some, please bring them to the church office 
anytime. 

BAKE SALE TO BENEFIT 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

At the Garage Sale 
Please bring your 

wrapped/bagged baked goods 
on Friday, June 27

th
 before 6 p.m. or Saturday, 

June 28
th
 before 9 a.m. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
DIACONATE ―WING‖ 

NIGHT 

Thank you to everyone 

who supported our fun 

fundraiser! We earned $5,396.00! 

====================================  
SERMONS AVAILABLE! 

Ever hear something in the sermon on 

Sunday morning and wish you could hear it 

again? Our services are always available on 

YouTube, but if something really catches 

your heart, send Pastor Heidi an email and 

she will send you her manuscript.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
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SPECIAL GUEST! 
Rev. Dr. Robert F. R. 

Peters, Jr. and his wife, 

Ginny visited our church 
on May 4

th
. Rob, as he is 

known, is the grandson of 
Rev. Frank H. Peters, who 

served this church from 
1930 until he retired in 

1947.  Rob, was ordained 
in the UCC in 1963, and served two churches in northern 
Ohio: Hamden, in Geauga County and North Ridgeville, 

before leaving parish ministry to serve in fund raising 
staffs with colleges, non-profit agencies, and a UCC-

related maritime ministry in Boston. He is a member of 
the Historical Council of the United Church of Christ, 

researching the history of the Christian denomination. It 
merged with the Congregational Churches in 1931.  Rev. 

Frank Peters served the Defiance College Christian 
church from 1920 until he was called to 

Strongsville.   Thank you to Rev. Peters and Ginny for 
sharing their time with us! 

=========================================== 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Two new members were received into our 

congregation on May 25, 2025. 

Marsha Hemphill has been attending 
our worship  services for several 
months, since she moved to 
Strongsville from Pennsylvania. She 
stopped in one Sunday morning and 
decided to keep coming. She has two 
grown sons, Dallas and Skylar. Her 
sponsor is Elaine Coffey. 

 

Cindy Hurley was looking for a place to 
volunteer and came upon our Free 
Lunch for All program—she jumped right 
in to join the volunteer crew. She then 
started coming on Sunday mornings and 
has been with us ever since. She and 
her husband, Tom Parillo, live in Strongsville. 
Barbara White is her sponsor. 
=============================================== 
BOOK STUDY--

SISTERHOOD! 
On June 16

th
 at 7 p.m., Pastor 

Heidi and Linda Elkins will 
continue leading the study the book, Sisterhood.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GREETERS NEEDED! A new sign-

up sheet in the Gathering Area is waiting 
for your name to be added as a greeter. 
No experience is necessary—we will 
show you everything you need to know. 
Being a greeter is a wonderful way to get to know people 
and welcome them to worship. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 Summer Sunday School is 

such a pleasure! We are still 

looking for folks to commit 

to teaching a single Sunday with our children. All 

lessons and materials will be provided in advance. 

Please sign up for a Sunday you're available for 

this special ministry--a sign-up sheet is posted in 

Pilgrim Hall! 

PENNY SUNDAY.  
 We purchased over a thousand 
much-needed diapers for Laura’s 
Home with our April Penny Sunday 

money. Our May collection of $285.10 went to 

the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. 
 

Please save your coins, dollars, and checks (to 
UCC) for our next Penny Sunday, which will be on 

June 29, 2025 and go to our own Free Lunch for 

All Program! 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Please provide updates for this list to the 

church office. 
 

 

Long-Term Care or Homebound: Irene 
Jannsohn, Connie Rebar, Maggie Struhar 
 

Church Family: Serena Abruzzino, Judy Carte, 
Elaine Cofffey, Betty ―Grammy‖ Craig, Sam 

Cuyler Jr., Joe Hattery, Martha Hattery, Sue Hawk, Bruce 
Keenen, Kay Konicek, Bobbie  & Wayne Krisak, Karl & Sharon 
Kuhlenschmidt, Roy Merkle, Amanda Moulton, Ginny & Kenn 
Oerkfitz, George & Joyce Reed, Dorothy Ritchie, Ron Rothel, 
Tracy Seneff, Peter Smith, Bruce Sperber, Linda Stepan, 
Sharon Wilson, Claire Wills, Marty Winch 
 

Extended Church Family: Amorie Acevedo (Dennis Smith’s 
daughter), Dorene Baldridge, Amy Carroll (Marty Winch’s 
sister), Barbara Davis (Don & Sandy Gleichauf’s friend), 
Allison Emerson (Colette’s sister), Kim Filiatraut (Sarah 
Keenen’s friend), Elizabeth Fulford (Lora Rung’s friend), 
Joanne Gariepy (Sally Herzog’s friend), Kathy Ghetti (friend of 
Ginger Rothel),  Jennifer Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s daughter-
in-law), Sarah & David Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s grandson & 
wife), Michaelene Hanrahan (Jim Joyce’s sister), Dana Hardy 
(Craig’s wife), Barb & Dale Holmberg (Tiffany Hassel’s 
parents), Glenn Kossin (Jane Kossin & Mary Lou Shuey’s 
borther), Diane Mason (Lora Rung’s friend), Linda McNabb 
(Ginger Rothel’s sister-in-law), Sylvia Pakish (Don & Sandy 
Gleichauf’s friend), Jeff Peacock (former member), Zora 
Roundtree (FL4A volunteer), Mike Rung (Lora’s brother), 
Amanda Shannon (Sarah & Jon Hayes’ friend),  Vicki Smith 
(Venner Clarinets), Chris Vozniak (Lora Rung’s friend), Brad 
Wilkson (Susan Lerch’s friend), The people of Ukraine, Sudan, 
Gaza, and Israel, victims of violence, those affected by natural 
disasters 
 

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like 

to pray for others via the email prayer chain. 
h.e.denman@gmail.com 

=========================================== 

 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com
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UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
 The Board of Trustees will meet on 

the second Tuesday of the month, 

June 10
th

 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Diaconate will meet on the third Tuesday of the 

month, June 17
th

 at 10:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Official Board will meet on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month, June 24
th

 in Pilgrim Hall to work on the 
Garage Sale. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR A SCAM!  

Pastor Heidi will never ask you for 
cash or gift cards via text or email. If 

there is a need, she will approach 
you in person. 

=============================================== 

MUSIC NOTES 
Many thanks to our Chancel 

Choir, our Children’s Choir, our 

Bell Choir (Elaine Coffey, Linda 

Elkins, Linda Ponstingle, Jennifer Barry, Sharon 

Heinrich, Barb Fraunfelder, Ingrid Dickson, Sarah 

Toth, Irene Joyce, Mike Willis, Rachel Zielinski, 

and Rob Toth, + our subs Nicki Haire and Mike 

Elkins), Dave Williams, and of course, Tom Foley, 

Mike Elkins, and Sharon Heinrich, for their music in 
May! 

SUMMER MUSIC PROGRAM 
If you’ve always wanted to be a part of 
our church’s music program, but can’t 
commit to a weekly band/choir/bell choir 
rehearsal, you have a chance to sing or 
play one Sunday in the summer! Please 

see Tom Foley or Mike Elkins if you would like to sign 
up for a Sunday this summer! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

GIFT CARDS! PLEASE 

SUPPORT OUR PROGRAM.  
You may place orders by calling Jim 

Joyce at 216-346-4161 in advance. Limited stock is 

available for purchase on Sunday mornings.  

====================================== 

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS: 
We will be collecting new items for Laura’s home 
(FULL SIZED shampoo, conditioner, and body 
wash) through the first week of June.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE FOOD BANK:  
The Strongsville Emergency 

Food Bank has always been 
supported by our congregation. 

Please remember, we do not accept expired 
goods. The needs for the food bank in June would 

be pasta, snacks, tuna, and PB & J. 

CARB CREW 
Are you able to give less than an hour of your 
time on a Monday or Friday morning to pick 
up and/or sort Panera bread, bagels, and 

pastries? Please contact the church office if 
you can help with this worthwhile ministry. 

Thank you so much to our faithful bread transporters & 

sorters: Teri Barbish, Colette Emerson, Carole 

Kapcar, Roz Fotos, Linda Elkins, Cherie Teagno, 

Wayne & Bobbi Cook, Jane Kossin & Ed Geyer, Irene 

Joyce, and Sharon Lempner, who are enabling the 
Panera Bread ministry to continue!  

---------------------------------------------------- 
REMINDER: The "tip jar" you see next to 
the coffee on Sunday mornings is there 
for a reason. The "tips" go directly to 
keeping the coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, 
etc., supplied. Your generosity is 
appreciated! 
========================================== 

DISHES, and BOWLS, and PLATES--Oh My! 
Many folks have been kind enough to bring 
dishes to the church for funeral luncheons 
or other events. After the delicious food is 

eaten, the dishes are sometimes forgotten. 
If you are missing one of your bowls or 

containers, please pick it up from the kitchen right away. 
Abandoned dishware will be sold at the Garage Sale. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know that Dale Hawk was 
at it again, patching holes in the 
parking lot? Thanks for taking the 

time and initiative to ensure everyone’s safety, Dale! 
 

Did you know that Bill Craig replaced the leaky faucet in 
the kitchen and repaired the clogged urinal in the Pilgrim 
Hall men’s room? Thank you much, Bill, for your prompt 
and much needed service!  
 

Did you know that Kathie Paul spends 
her time beautifying the church grounds 
by caring for the flowers and plants? 
When we see and admire the flowers, 
we have Kathie to thank! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ADDRESS CHANGES/ADDITIONS 
If you move or change your phone number, please 

be so kind as to let the church office know—
thanks! 

 

Marsha Hemphill 
20742 Diane Circle   
Strongsville, OH 44149 
 

Cindy Hurley 
12388 Corinth Court  
Strongsville, OH 44149 

====================================== 

ROYAL OAK PAPER RECYCLING 
Please do not place papers/cardboard outside 

the bin if it’s full. Thanks! 
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THANK YOU NOTES: 
To the church family I did not know I 
had until now: 
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for all your kind words, 
encouragement, and prayers at a time when I needed 
them the most. And the cards just kept coming! I did 
indeed feel most loved and thought of on my lowest 
days. God bless you all!  

With much love and gratitude, Amanda Moulton 
 

To my Church Family, 
I want to thank everyone for your get-well wishes and 
birthday cards, Pastor Heidi for her prayers and keeping 
people posted on my progress, and Irene for bringing me 
the altar flowers and a nice visit. You are the greatest 
congregation and friends! Thank you to the Care Team 
for offering meals, but my family has filled my refrigerator 
& freezer with more food than I can eat, but I do 
appreciate the offer. 

Sincerely, Betty aka ―Grammy‖ Craig 
 

Dear SUCC Family, 
I am beyond grateful for the kindness and caring that has 
been shown me as I deal with the issues with my vision. 
Your comfort and support means so much to me and 

gives me strength.  With love & thanks, Ingrid Dickson 

==================================== 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
If you are the last or almost 

the last person to leave the 

church building on any given 

day, please make certain that 

all the lights are off, no water 

is running, and most importantly, that the door 

to the kitchen and the parking lot doors are 

locked and PUSHED SHUT so the lock is 

latched. The Board of Trustees is addressing 

this issue, but in the meantime, it’s all hands on 

deck to keep our church building secure.  

Thanks in advance for your diligence! 

======================================  

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT STRONGSVILLE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 SUMC will be building all the 
walls for a Habitat for 
Humanity house and garage 
in our parking lot on Saturday, 
June 21

st
.  They have enough 

volunteers to move forward 
but would appreciate more.  Anyone can volunteer, 
no construction experience necessary.  They also 
could use additional help for non-construction jobs.  
Please contact Matt Cooper, a member of SUMC 
men’s group, for additional 
questions: coopermm1971@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL--Wednesdays    

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
PLEASE NOTE: On 

Wednesday, June 25
th

, our 

Free Lunch will be carry-out only and 

reservations are required in advance. 
=================================== 

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM 
If you like to cook or bake or reach out to others 
in love . . . as winter and circumstances 
continue to make it hard to stay connected, 
your Diaconate would LOVE to have you be a 
part of our team! (You don’t need to be a 
member of the Diaconate to participate, and you may 
come and go as you are led.)  

----------------------------------------------- 

THRIFT SHOP 
The Thrift Shop is OPEN every 

Thursday from 10 a.m. until 4 

p.m. Come and shop lots of 
interesting merchandise at 

amazing prices.  Donations are accepted during our 
Thursday sale hours, but please try to limit your 

donations to what you can carry downstairs. Please do 

not abandon items outside the church doors. 

THE SHOP WILL BE OPEN DURING THE GARAGE 
SALE JUNE 27

th
 and 28

th
. 

==================================== 
GIVING OPTIONS 

If you are interested in giving electronically, you 
can set up your giving through Bill Pay on your 
bank's website or on our church’s website: 

www.strongsvilleucc.com. You may also mail a check to 

The United Church of Christ (Congregational) 13740 Pearl 

Road Strongsville, OH 44136 or drop it off in the church’s 

mailbox.  All checks to the church should be made 

out to United Church of Christ or UCC or 

United Church of Christ (Congregational).  

------------------------------------- 

PLEASE REMEMBER  

THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL. 

========================= 

FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Gary Zielinski 
 

Below is a monthly report listing the budget 
income we need to receive from Pledges 
and Offerings and the amount received from 

May 4 through May 25, 2025.  

Thank you to everyone who supports our 

church and its ministries.  
 

       Offering Needed      $17,436.00 for 4 Sundays 
       Offering Received  $28,802.00 
                                    +$11,366.00 
PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED : 61 

 

 

mailto:coopermm1971@gmail.com
http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR LAST MONTH 

The altar flowers are given— 
May 4

th
   

Celebrating the marriage of Erik & Bryana Joyce 
on May 3, 2025  Love, The Joyces & the Dicksons 

 

May 11
th

  
Birthday wishes to my mom, Dorothy Ritchie!   

Gina Cathcart 
In loving memory of my husband, Georgie, on our 35

th
 

Anniversary on May 12
th
.  Love, Short Stuff  

 

May 18
th

  
Celebrating our Grandson Tucker Reed's Birthday this 

month and George and Joyce Reed's 57
th
 Wedding 

Anniversary.  The Reeds 
 

May 25
th

  
Remembering our mom, Lorna M. Robinson on her 

birthday, May 29
th
. Love and miss ya, Mom! 

Becky and Bill Robinson 
 

 

THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2025 IS POSTED 

IN PILGRIM HALL. Please sign up for fresh 

flowers in honor or in memory of a loved 

one or just for yourself. Cost is $36 for two 

vases; $18 for one. WE STILL HAVE A FEW 

SUNDAYS LEFT! 

=========================================== 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

 Week of May 4
th

                              

Birthday to Hayley McKane on May 7
th
 and to 

Debbie Wentz on May 9
th 

With love, Grammy/Mom
 

 

Happy Birthday to Greg Dickson on May 6
th
! 

Love your in-laws 
 

Week of May 11
th

                
Happy Birthday to Patti Johnson today! 

Happy Birthday to Dan Rapp on May 15
th
! 

In honor and appreciation of Cathy Hawk on her Birthday 
May 17

th
! With love, Grammy  

 

Week of May 18
th

            
Happy Birthday to Iris Craig on May 21

st
! 

Happy Anniversary to Ryan Craig & Tracey Hill on May 22
nd

! 

With love, Grammy 
 

Congratulations to our wonderful Confirmation Class of 2025 
Riley, Autumn, and Summer! 

 

Lots of love to Gina Cathcart for her birthday on May 16
th

! 
Love, Mom 

 

Week of May 25
th

     
Happy Anniversary to Stacie & Dan Sauter and to Adam 

& Kristina Craig today and 
Happy Birthday to Sandra Wentz on May 28

th
! 

With love, Grammy  
 

To light the steeple, the minimum donation is 
$5.00. Multiple dedications are welcomed for each 

week. Please email strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who lights our steeple! 

==================================== 

WOMEN’S 
FELLOWSHIP— 

On Monday, June 2
nd we 

will be a special soap felting class here at the 

church at 7:00 p.m., led by Rachel Zielinski. On 

Wednesday, June 4
th

, Women’s Fellowship will 

meet at 1:00 p.m. for Game Day in the Parlor at 

church.  Please bring a game to play. 
====================================== 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT STRONGSVILLE 

COMMUNITY BAND: 
The Strongsville Community Band will 
play a series of outdoor concerts this 

summer at the Town Center Park, 
18300 Zverina Lane (NOTE NEW 

VENUE). All will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Bring a blanket or lawn chair to enjoy the free show.  

Summer concerts in 2025 are scheduled for:  

Friday, June 13 & Friday, June 27, 

Thursday, July 3, Friday, July 11, Friday, August 1.  
In addition, the Strongsville City Jazz Swing Band will 
play a free concert on Friday, July 18 at Strongsville 

Middle School. 

==================================== 

CHURCH OFFICERS 2025 
 
 

*Elected January 26, 2025      ** appointed by Official Board 
 
 

Moderator: Greg Dickson  Vice-Moderator:  Jen Barry 

Treasurer: Sally Herzog    Clerk: Judy Gaumer   
 

Sunday School Superintendent: Linda Elkins 
    

Board of Trustees 
 Bill Giuliano   Chris Goff*    Mike Elkins 
Les Fox      Herb Hampson  Cathy Hawk*     

Sandy Pogozelski   Bill Schneider*  Cheryl Sobek*  
Alex Tomoff*  Mike Willis*   Rachel Zielinski  

 

 

Endowment Fund Subcommittee 
Greg Dickson*    Dave Williams*  

 

Diaconate 
Teri Barbish   Jean Bittinger*   Elaine Coffey*  

Bobbi Cook*   Wayne Cook*    Judy Davis*   
Judy Fox    Pam Heimburger*  Lynne McCray*    

Linda Ponstingle*     Lora Rung*   Cherie Teagno  
 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Linda Elkins    Colette Emerson  Dale Hawk*  

Sarah Hayes*  Amanda Marshall    Lora Rung*     
 

 

Music Committee 
Karen Bates Ingrid Dickson 

Pam Keenen*    Ken Mehalko*      Mike Willis*  
ex officio:  Sharon Heinrich   Tom Foley       Mike Elkins 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Ingrid Dickson*      Sue Gigliotti        Linda Stepan*   

Rob Toth   Sarah Toth*   Dave Williams* 
 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
Gina Cathcart*  Bobbi Cook** Myron Costin*  
Diana Creecy    Cathy Hawk*   Sarah Hayes     

Lora Rung*      Peter Smith   Mary Willis*    
Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

mailto:strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
CHURCH FAMILY GRADUATES! 

Graduates will be recognized June 8
th

. 

 
 

Izabella Jean Abruzzino 

Bowling Green State 

University 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Psychology with a minor of 

Human Development and 

Family Studies 
Izzy has been dancing with the UDA 

and earned a Cum Laude (Honors) Award from UDA. 
Her future Plans include continuing on at Kent State 
University to obtain her Master's in Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, specializing in Trauma, PTSD, and other 
stress-related disorders. 

Parents: Serena Abruzzino, Allan Abruzzino, Randy 

Hale 

Grandparents: Bobbie and Wayne Krisak,  Jerry and 

Nancy Abruzzino, Dean Hale, and Joyce Gency 
 

Abigail Rose Craig 

University of Oregon 
Bachelor of Science in 

Psychology & Sociology 
Abby, a resident of Oregon, 
graduated with her Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Oregon. While in college, she was 
a member of Tri Delta, Psi Chi, and 
Alpha Kappa Delta and was on the Dean’s List. Abby 
plans to pursue a job in the psychology field in the future. 

Parents: Kristina & Adam Craig 

Grandparents: Barbara & Joe Craig 

Great-Grandmother: Betty Craig 

 

Jacqueline Elizabeth Foley 

University of Cincinnati 
Master of Arts in French, 

Franco-Arabic Track 
Jackie has sung with our choir on 
many occasions and became a 
member of the church in 2018. She is 
headed abroad later this year and will 

be teaching at Université Bordeaux Montaigne in 
Pessac, France this fall. 

Parents: Suzi & Tom Foley 

Grandparents: Carol & the late Bill Foley, Julie & the 

late Gerald Hottois 

Robert Christopher Foley 

Baldwin Wallace University 
Bachelor of Music in Music 

Composition  
Robert graduated Cum Laude in 
December, 2024. He has been a 
member of our church since 2018 
and has played his original compositions for our worship 
services many times. His future plans include recording 
music and music videos and playing at local clubs to 
launch his music career. 

Parents: Suzi & Tom Foley 

Grandparents: Carol & the late Bill Foley, Julie & the 

late Gerald Hottois 
 

Helen Mary Fraunfelder 

Lakewood High School 
Helen is a National Merit 
Commended Scholar, AP Scholar 
with Honor, and was recognized by 
the Ohio State Senate and the Ohio 
House of Representatives for 
success on the SAT. She served as 
the Art Department school 
representative and was the varsity soccer captain, a 
varsity lacrosse player, National Honor Society president, 
and Leukemia and Lymphoma Society ambassador. Her 
artwork has been displayed at the Ohio Governor’s 
Youth Art Exhibit.  Helen plans to attend the College of 
Wooster to study Biology on the Pre-Med track and to 
play soccer on the Women’s Soccer Team. 

Parents: Jen & Bill Fraunfelder 

Grandparents: the late Bill Fraunfelder and Barb 

Fraunfelder & Dennis Smith 
 

Leila Melinda Glowka 

Florida State University 
Bachelor of Science in 

Biology 
Leila graduated from Florida State 
University Magna Cum Laude with a 
B.S. in Biology. She plans to 
continue her education to become a 
Marine Biologist. 

Parents: John & Marya Willis Glowka 

Grandparents: Mary & Mike Willis  
 

Kailey Renee Hampson 

Indiana Wesleyan University  
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Kailey participated in cheer and music 
while in college pursuing her nursing 
degree. She was married on May 31, 
2025 and plans to move to California 
with her husband, a 2025 graduate of the US Naval 
Academy,  where she will work as an RN. 

Parents: Darci & David Hampson 

Grandparents: Herb and the late Lois Hampson 
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Jeffrey A. Hassel, Jr. 

Kent State University 
Bachelor of Arts in 

Psychology and Bachelor of 

Arts in Environmental Studies 
Jay traveled to South Africa for his 
Environmental Studies program 
during his undergraduate career. He plans to work for a 
year and then return to Kent State University to complete 
his Master’s Degree in Psychology. 

Parents: Tiffany & Jeff Hassel 

Grandparents: Judi & the late George Pavisich 

Sister: McKenna Hassel 
 

Aiden David Herzog 

Florida Virtual School  
Aiden, a resident of Florida, enjoys 
fishing, boating, and training his 
Rottweiler. He has attended our 
church when visiting Ohio. Aiden 
graduated with his high school 
diploma and has been working 
throughout his high school years. He 

plans to pursue a career in the trades. 

Parents: Mallory & Andrew Herzog 

Grandparents: Sally & the late Steve Herzog 

Aunt: Sarah Toth 
 

Amanda Lauter 

Cuyahoga Community College 
Associate of Arts Degree in 

Vet. Tech 
Amanda has been working towards 
an Associate Degree in Vet Tech, 
but life kept kneecapping her. Her 
father died. Her mother had a major 
stroke and can no longer work. Her 
grandmother became ill. So Amanda 
did what we all do and set her plans on the back burner. 
She finally went to her counselor and asked what it would 
take to finish her degree, and was just a couple of 
classes away from the AA, so she did that. Amanda now 
plans to become a veterinary technician and work with 
animals. Amanda is a former student of Pastor Heidi. 
 

Mallory Hope Luca 

Berea-Midpark High School 
Mallory has been a volunteer in 
many church and community 
activities.  She is a member of 
National Honor Society and attended 
Polaris Career Center her junior and 
senior years of high school, where 
she studied physical therapy. Mallory 

plans to attend Bowling Green State University this fall 
and major in exercise science, with a concentration in 
physical therapy. 

Parents: Andrea & Frank Luca 

Grandparents: Marianne & the late Bill Luca and 

Charlotte Finley 

Addison Mae Medved 
Olmsted Falls High School 
Addison has participated in BW 
Community Arts Dance Company, 
performed in 12 theater productions, 
has sung in the audition-based 
choir, Acapella Choir, and has 

volunteered at Laura’s Home, Haven Home, and went on 
a mission trip to the Dominican Republic.  Addison was 
also in the Drill Team for Marching Band, Environmental 
Club, and served as a student ambassador. She is in the 
National Honor Society, Rho Kappa History Honor 
Society, English Honor Society, Key Club, and SADD. 
She was awarded the Director’s Award for Drama for 
Group Leadership scholarship and scholarships from 
PTA, Drama, and Music. Addison earned an honors 
diploma while taking college coursework at Lorain 
Community College and plans to attend the University of 
Cincinnati to major in Neuroscience. 

Parents: Jen & Mike Medved 

Grandparents: Linda & Dan Ponstingle 
 

Kennedy Marie Morgan 

Highland High School 
Kennedy has been a standout athlete 
in high school, especially in 
Basketball. She also excelled in 
volleyball, as a member of the 
National Honor Society, and Vice 
President of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions. She is a peer leader, head editor 
of the yearbook, and part of the Executive Committee for 
Volunteer Opportunities for Teens. She is graduating 
Summa Cum Laude. Kennedy is going to Ohio Northern 
to study Mechanical Engineering and play basketball. 

Parents: Terri & Grant Morgan 

Grandparents: the late Karen & Chris Morgan 

Aunt: Rachel Zielinski 
 

Paige Martha Phillips 

Holy Name High School  
Paige is graduating with her diploma 
from Holy Name High School, where she 
participated in cheerleading among other 
activities. She will be attending the 
University of Tampa in the fall. 

Parents: Laura & Jay Phillips 

Grandparents: Bev Wehr & Ken Mehalko 
 

Mason Locasio Reed 

Lewisburg High School, Olive Branch, MS 
Mason, a resident of Mississippi, 
graduated from Lewisburg High 
School in Olive Branch, MS, where he 
played football for the LHS Patriots. 
His future plans include attending 
Northwest Mississippi Community 
College in the fall to pursue an 
Engineering Degree. 

Parents: Geoffrey & Noebeth Reed and Sara Reed 

Grandparents: Joyce & George Reed 
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Gabriel J. Sauter 

Ohio Virtual Academy 
Gabe’s many activities include 4H 
Sharpshooting Club 2024 and he was 
an Ohio State Fair finalist for his Rifle 
Project, as well as 2

nd
 place winner for 

Showmanship in Rabbit Show at 2024 
Medina County Fair. He is an active 
member of Hope Church youth group and a pacer for the 
Brunswick Healthy Kids Running Series. He volunteers in 
Children's Ministry and the Hope Cares Pantry at Hope 
Church. Gabriel is a member of the National Honor 
Society and recipient of the Governor's Merit Scholarship 
for graduating within the top 5% of his class. Gabe plans 
to attend Toccoa Falls College in Toccoa, GA this 
fall. He will be studying Sustainable Community 
Development with a focus on missions. 

Parents: Stacie & Dan Sauter 

Grandparents: Debbie & Larry Wentz 

Great-Grandmother: Betty Craig 

 

Gabrielle Elise Schafer 

University of Denver 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
Gabbie, a resident of Colorado, is 
graduating June 14, 2025 from the 
University of Denver with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in psychology. In college, she 

served as vice president of the women's basketball team 
and played basketball for the University of Denver. 
Gabbie  has received a scholarship to attend Law School 
in London, England this fall. 

Parents: Dr. Holly Schafer and Martin Schafer, 

Grandparents Joyce & George Reed 

 

Albert Aidan Shaker 

Brunswick High School 
Aidan has been a standout in BHS 
Varsity Basketball 2023-2025 and 
enjoys pickleball, golf, and Texas 
Hold 'Em for fun. He graduated 
Magna Cum Laude and received 
Academic All-Ohio by the Ohio High 
School Basketball Coaches Association. Aidan was part 
of the BHS team that won the Greater Cleveland 
Conference (2

nd
 Conference win in school history) and 

he broke the school record for the highest score in a 
game (109 pts, against Mentor), as well as the school & 
county record for the most 3 pointers in a game (20) and 
the most assists (31). Aidan’s individual basketball stats 
include: Career Field Goal % - 64.9% - 1st Place All 
Time, Season Field Goal % - 64.5% - 3rd Place All Time, 
Most Rebounds – 148, Most Blocks - 57 (#1 in county), 
1st Team All Conference, 2nd Team All District, 
Honorable Mention All State, 1st Ever Greater Cleveland 
Basketball Coaches Association Slam Dunk Winner. He 
was selected to 3 All Star Games in NE Ohio: 
Greater Cleveland Basketball Coaches Association 
Greater Akron Basketball Coaches Association and 

Medina County Hoopla. Aidan will be attending Walsh 
University in the fall to further his academic and 
basketball career.  Aidan has received a full ride 
scholarship. 

Parents: Sandy & Al Shaker 

Grandparent: Linda Plain 

 

Joshua Andrew Toth 

Milton High School, Milton, MA 
Joshua, a resident of Massachusetts, has been on his 
high school track team, doing cross country running and 
1 and 2 mile sprints. He was on the Honor Roll, an AP 
Scholar, MVP for Track, and was awarded a Special 
Forces scholarship by the Green Beret Foundation. 
Joshua’s dad, Kevin, is a Green Beret. Joshua will be 
attending the University of Massachusetts at Lowell in 
the fall to major in Mechanical Engineering and 
participate in track & field. 

Parents: Col. Kevin & Kristen Toth 

Grandparents: Barbara & John Toth 

 

Samantha Nicola Wentz 

Sentana College—Ireland 
Masters of Sports 

Performance Coaching 
Samantha grew up coming to our 
church’s Thrift Shop with her 
Grammy as a little girl. She will be 
completing her Master’s Degree 
online in July.  She earned her 

Bachelor’s Degree in Exercise Science from Walsh 
University in 2022. She plans to have a career as a High 
School Strength and Conditioning coach. 

Parents: Sandra & Rob Wentz 

Grandparents: Debbie & Larry Wentz 

Great-Grandmother: Betty Craig 

==================================== 
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PROGRESS! 
Several dead 
and unsightly 
trees were 
removed on our 
Royalton Road 
property 
adjacent to the 
parking lot on 
May 21

st
. 
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THREE WITH GLEE! 
We are looking to 
raise $150,000 within 
the time-span of 3 
years. Please 
consider pledging to 
the campaign and 
either fulfilling this 

pledge in a lump sum or over the 3-year period. 
The goal is $2,200 per giving unit, but of course, 
we will be grateful for any contribution and only ask 
that you give what you can. Make sure you 
designate your donation for ―Capital Campaign.‖ 
Yellow pledge cards are available at the church. 
Thank you for your continued support.  
We have collected just over $39,000 already for 
our capital campaign. We have about $40,000 in 
pledges. Much of this has come from one time 
donations from the congregation. The Trustees are 
working on the door replacement and handicap 
openers and the church is on the schedule for the 
tuck and point this summer. We will be looking at 
what projects to focus on next.  
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