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   THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                               Church Phone:  (440) 238-6697 

(Congregational)                                                                                                             Email:  StrongsvilleUCC@gmail.com 

Website:  www.strongsvilleucc.com 13740 Pearl Road                                                                                                             
Strongsville, Ohio  44136                                                                                                            

Rev. Heidi Denman McDougall                                                                                           

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. (+online)                                                                        Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

M A R C H    2 0 2 6    N E W S L E T T E R 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this place! I can feel 
God’s mighty power and God’s grace! – Lanny Wolfe 

Sacred Spaces 
Brother Lawrence was a Roman Catholic friar who 
lived in a monastery in Paris. He was tasked with the 
most menial labors, in the most dismal parts of the 
monastery, doing things like washing dishes and 
peeling potatoes. But with each stroke of the peeler, 
in the scrubbing and scraping of food from plates, he 
saw these tasks as opportunities to draw closer to 
God. In the dark, dismal kitchen, God never failed to 
show up. 
It was the same for Henri Nouwen, who spent time at 
the Abbey of the Genesse in New York, living and 
working among the monks. The abbey makes 
delicious wine to support itself. Nouwen would stand 
alongside the brothers in silence, sorting the grapes, 
removing them from their stems and sending them 
through the washing basin. In the silence, God met 
him and soothed his troubled heart. 
Our church has sacred spaces, as well, places where 
God is waiting, inviting us to slow down, open our 
eyes and truly see. The sanctuary is an obvious 
place. But on Communion Sundays, the sacristy—
that small room next to the ADA bathroom—becomes 
a haven for God’s Spirit. As the deacons unpack the 
silver trays and begin to prepare the elements, 
carefully filling each tiny cup with grape juice and 
cutting bread cubes, this ordinary room becomes 
sacred space. What might look to an outsider like just 
another storage closet is, in reality, one of those 
unlikely places where God’s Presence feels even 
more pronounced. Carl Yung and others referred to 
them as liminal spaces, places where the curtain 
between this world and the next grows so thin it 
nearly disappears. For these ordinary women tasked 
with preparing the Lord’s Supper, this space is 
anything but ordinary. It is a testament to God’s 
Presence in this place.  
Where have you experienced a liminal space, a time 
when the veil nearly disappears and takes your 
breath away? Your space may not be my space; God 
surprises us by showing up where and when we least 
expect it. Thanks be to God! 
 

Peace, Hope, Love—and Surprise! 
Pastor Heidi 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 – 

10 a.m. 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Sacrament of Holy 

Communion 

Greeter: Linda Plain 

Liturgist: Elaine Coffey 

Special Music: Choir, Carol Foley  
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 – 10 a.m. 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Greeter: Marsha Hemphill 

Liturgist: Sandy O’Shea 

Special Music: Bell Choir 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 – 10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Greeter: Marsha Hemphill 

Liturgist: Herb Hampson 

Special Music:  Chancel Choir 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 – 10 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Penny Sunday 

Greeter: Marsha Hemphill 

Liturgist: Ingrid Dickson 

Special Music: Chancel Choir 
------------------------------------------------------- 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 – 10 a.m. 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Greeter: Judi Pavisich 

Liturgist: Luke Giuliano 

Special Music: Children’s 

Choir/Chancel Choir 
========================================= 
PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services are video 
recorded each week and posted on our YouTube 

channel for all to enjoy. Just go to strongsvilleucc.com, 

go to Worship, and click on Service Videos. HERE’S 

THE LINK TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HM

nKORbXfQ/videos Thanks to Doug Thorn for posting 

these each week. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCynOZfg4uKoX7HMnKORbXfQ/videos
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT 

GOD’S TABLE! 
As we seek to walk ever more 

closely with Jesus and welcome all 
without question or singling anyone out, we offer gluten-free 

bread to ALL who come forward to the Table for Holy 
Communion. ALL means ALL at The United Church of 

Christ (Congregational)!  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
BABY CONGRATULATIONS 

Joan Brontë Smith, great niece to 

Pastor Heidi, was born January 28, 
2026 in Laramie, Wyoming. Joan 
arrived a bit early, but is doing well, 

as are her parents Madeline 

McKeever and Grant Smith. Joan 
is their first child. Joan's 

grandparents are Libby & Nick 

McKeever. Welcome, little one! 
 

Welcome to the world, Sunnie 

Marie Kehaulani Cantu! Born 
February 19, 2026 at Fairview 
General Hospital, Sunnie 
checked in at 5 lbs., 11 oz., 
and 17-1/2" long. Her 
Hawaiian middle name means 

"heavenly dew." Mom Olivia 

Clotworthy and father Andrew Cantu are over the 

moon-- as are grandparents Kristen and Mike 

Clotworthy and aunt and uncle Emma and Ben. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IN CHRISTIAN 
SYMPATHY 

 Our deepest sympathy goes out to 

Ron Godinsky, our Pearl Road tenant, 

on the death of his wife, Shari L. 

Godinsky on February 9, 2026 of 
pancreatic cancer. Shari was the 

mother of four, including Chris Godinsky, our other 
Pearl Road tenant, and three other grown children, plus 
six grandchildren. She was 64 years old. 
 

Our condolences to Kay Mulhan, 
whose husband, Ralph D. Mulhan 
died on February 17, 2026 at the 
age of 90. We also send our 
sympathy to Kay and Ralph’s 
daughter, Liz Mulhan. Kay and Liz  
have attended worship services at 
our church for a few years. 
=========================================== 

BOOK STUDY--SISTERHOOD! 
On March 9

th
, Pastor Heidi and Linda 

Elkins will resume our Book Study. Our 

group will meet at 7 p.m. in the Parlor 

FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

PENNY SUNDAY 
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to World Central 
Kitchen in February. We 
collected $288.10. The next 

Penny Sunday will be March 22
nd

 for 
Providence House, which has a mission to 
help babies and children in need. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Daylight 

Savings 

time 

begins 

Sunday, 

March 

8th! 

================================ 

YOUTH GROUP 

NEWS 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR 

SUPPORTING UR SPAGHETTI DINNER! 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BE A GREETER! A new sign-

up sheet in the Gathering Area is 
waiting for your name to be added 
as a greeter. No experience is 
necessary—we will show you 
everything you need to know. Being a greeter is a 
wonderful way to get to know people and  
welcome them to worship. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

THROUGHOUT THE 

MONTH OF MARCH 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) special mission 
offering of the United 
Church of Christ involves 

you in disaster, refugee/immigration, and 
development ministries throughout the world. When 
a disaster strikes or people are displaced or made 
refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are 
part of the immediate response and of the long-
term recovery. Envelopes are in the pews. 

==================================== 

PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR A 

SCAM! Pastor Heidi will never ask 

you for cash or gift cards via text or 
email. If there is a need, she will 

approach you in person. 
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 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Seven new members were welcomed into our church 

family on February 22, 2026 

Bryana Joyce is a nurse at MetroHealth 
in Cleveland and the mom of Alaya 
Hitchens and Elliott Joyce. Bryana and 
Erik Joyce were married in our church in 
May of 2025, and Bryana has been 
participating in church activities and 
events for several years. Her sponsor is 

her mother-in-law, Irene Joyce. 
 

 Mary Martha Krutsch and Joe Hattery will be getting 
married in our church in 
September of this year. Joe 
and Mary Martha live in 
Bowling Green Ohio, but attend 
our church whenever they are 
in town. Joe’s mom and dad, 
Martha and John Hattery, have 
been members of our church 
since 2021 and will be sponsoring the young couple. 
 

Rev. Jill Kundtz has been attending 
our worship services for several 
months. When she moved to her 
current home in Strongsville, she was 
looking for a UCC church. Lo and 
behold, her building on Westwood is 
practically across the street from the 
church. As a retired minister, she 

knows when to follow God’s signs. Jill’s sponsor is Rev. 
Pat Jefferis. 
 

Marianne Luca has been joining us 
in worship for several years, and has 
been singing with the choir on 
holidays. She was raised in the 
Catholic church, but has found a 
spiritual home with the UCC. She 
has many friends here at 
Strongsville UCC, including her sponsor and fellow 
Southwest Community Chorus singer, Ingrid Dickson. 
 

Jo-Ellen Rokicsak has been 
worshipping with us for several years. 
She is retired from PNC. Jo-Ellen 
visited our church one Sunday and 
was impressed with the warm 
welcome she received. She continues 
to be a part of our church family and 
has decided to make it official. Sue 
Gigliotti is her sponsor. 

 

Jo Ann Thomas has been adding her special fashion 
flair to our church family for almost a 
year. This fall, she joined the choir, as 
singing is one of her passions. Jo Ann 
is a long-time member of the 
Southwest Community Chorus, as is 
her sponsor, Sharon Maresco. Judi 
Pavisich has been Jo Ann’s close 
friend for many, many years and joins 
as her sponsor, as well. 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Please provide updates for this list to the church 
office. 
 

Long-Term Care or Homebound: Irene Jannsohn, Connie 
Rebar 
 

Church Family: Serena Abruzzino, Jen Barry, 
Mark Camp, Judy Carte, Elaine Cofffey, Betty 
“Grammy” Craig, Sam Cuyler Jr., Roger Davis, 
Colette Emerson, Sue Hawk, Frank Jefferis, Pam 
& Bruce Keenen, Erv Koch, Jan Meier, Carol 
Konet,  Bobbie  & Wayne Krisak, Karl & Sharon 
Kuhlenschmidt, Jim Maresco, Jan Meier, Roy 
Merkle, Amanda Moulton, Ginny & Kenn Oerkfitz, George & 
Joyce Reed, Dorothy Ritchie, Ron Rothel, Jennifer Sekorky, 
Tracy Seneff, Peter Smith, Bruce Sperber, Linda Stepan, 
JoAnn Thomas, Debbie Wentz, Heather Williams, Claire Wills, 
Marty Winch 
 

Extended Church Family: Amy Carroll (Marty Winch’s sister), 
Barbara Davis (Don & Sandy Gleichauf’s friend), Allison 
Emerson (Colette’s sister), Kim Filiatraut (Sarah Keenen’s 
friend), Elizabeth Fulford (Lora Rung’s friend), Joanne Gariepy 
(Sally Herzog’s friend), Kathy Ghetti (friend of Ginger Rothel),  
Jennifer Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s daughter-in-law), Sarah & 
David Gleichauf (Don & Sandy’s grandson & wife), Michaelene 
Hanrahan (Jim Joyce’s sister), Dana Hardy (Craig’s wife), 
Tiffany Hassel (Judi Pavisich’s daughter-in-law), Barb & Dale 
Holmberg (Tiffany Hassel’s parents), George Love (friend of 
the church), Diane Mason (Lora Rung’s friend), Linda McNabb 
(Ginger Rothel’s sister-in-law), Sylvia Pakish (Don & Sandy 
Gleichauf’s friend), Jeff Peacock (former member), Amanda 
Shannon (Sarah & Jon Hayes’ friend),  Vicki Smith (Venner 
Clarinets), Jeaneane Steinmeyer (Greg Dickson’s aunt), Don 
& Pauline Wills (Judi Pavisich’s friends), the people of 
Ukraine, Sudan, Gaza, and Israel, victims of violence, those 
affected by natural disasters, First Responders 
 

OPT-IN: Please contact Pastor Heidi if you would like to pray 
for others via the email prayer chain. h.e.denman@gmail.com 

=========================================== 

MUSIC NOTES 
Many thanks to our Chancel 

Choir, Children’s Choir, 

Carol Foley, Ken Mehalko, 

and of course, Tom Foley, 

Mike Elkins, and Sharon Heinrich, for their music in 
February! 

Don’t forget, if you’d like to join us to sing for 

Palm Sunday and Easter, we rehearse on 

Thursday evenings at 8 p.m. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT 

STRONGSVILLE COMMUNITY 

BAND:  

“Classical Favorites” concert 

March 1
st
 at 3 p.m.  

at Strongsville Middle School 

Melodies for Memories 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, March 15

th
, to attend 

a benefit jazz band concert for Alzheimer’s Research 
at 3 p.m. at the Strongsville Middle School at 13200 
Pearl Road. 

mailto:h.e.denman@gmail.com


 4 

GIFT CARDS  
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PROGRAM.  You may 

place orders by calling Jim Joyce at 

216-346-4161 in advance. Limited 

stock is available for purchase on 

Sunday mornings.  
---------------------------------- 

UPCOMING BOARD 

MEETINGS 
 The Board of Trustees will 

meet on the second 

Tuesday of the month, March 10
th

 at 7 p.m. in the 
Parlor. 

 The Diaconate will meet on the third Tuesday of 

the month, March 17
th

 at 10:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Official Board will meet on the fourth 

Tuesday of the month, March 24
th

 at 7 p.m. in the 
Parlor. 

====================================== 

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS: 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 

DONATED SOUP TO OUR 

“SOUPER BOWL” 

CANNED SOUP DRIVE! 
We collected 177 cans of soup, served 67 bowls 

on that day, and earned $590.46 ($800 in sales 

and donations with $290.54 in expenses)!  

Special thanks to Guy Gutzman, Jr. (aka Guy the 

Soup Guy) Jon Hayes, Jane Kossin, and Dale & 

Cathy Hawk for preparing the soup and to the 
entire crew for setting up, serving the delicious 

soup, and cleaning up! 
=============================================== 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE FOOD BANK:  
The Strongsville Emergency 

Food Bank has always been 
supported by our congregation. 

Please remember, we do not accept expired 
goods. The needs for the food bank in March would 

be instant noodles, PB & J, snacks, and Dinty 
Moore beef stew. 

====================================== 

PANERA PALS 
Are you able to give less than an hour of your 
time on a Monday or Friday morning to pick 
up and/or sort Panera bread, bagels, and 

pastries? Please contact the church office if 
you can help with this worthwhile ministry. 

Thank you so much to our faithful bread transporters & 

sorters: Teri Barbish, Colette Emerson, Carole 

Kapcar, Roz Fotos, Linda Elkins, Cherie Teagno, 

Wayne & Bobbi Cook, Jane Kossin & Ed Geyer, Irene 

Joyce, and Sharon Lempner, who are enabling the 
Panera Bread ministry to continue!  

======================================== 

NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 

DISHES, and BOWLS, and PLATES--Oh My! 

They’re starting to accumulate again. 
Many folks have been kind enough to 
bring dishes to the church for funeral 
luncheons or other events. After the 

delicious food is eaten, the dishes are 
sometimes forgotten. If you are missing one of your 

bowls or containers, please pick it up from the 
kitchen right away. Abandoned dishware will be 

sold at the Thrift Shop. 

------------------------------------- 
Did you know? The "tip jar" you see next to the 

coffee on Sunday mornings is there for a 
reason. The "tips" go directly to keeping the 

coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, etc.,  
supplied. Your generosity is appreciated! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know that Dale Hawk has 
been scrubbing the cupboards, 
walls, and exhaust fan in the 

kitchen? Thanks for giving of your time and elbow grease 
to get rid of the kitchen grease, Dale! 
 

Did you know that Sharon Heinrich for filling in for Mike 
Elkins as choir accompanist while Mike was on vacation 
in Mexico. We appreciate you, Sharon! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ADDRESS CHANGES/ADDITIONS 
If you move or change your phone 
number, please be so kind as to let 

the church office know—thanks! 

Toni Newborn 
5446 Walnut Ridge Lane 
Sheffield Village, OH 44054 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

YOU CAN ACCESS 

RESOURCES FROM AND 

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR 

HEARTLAND CONFERENCE 

OF THE UCC! Looking for a 
way to get connected for 
ministry resources in the wider 

church? Just scan the QR code. 
====================================== 

ROYAL OAK PAPER RECYCLING 
Please do not place papers/cardboard 

outside the bin if it’s full. Thanks! The 
Board of Trustees has been trying to get the 
bin picked up for several months. It is an eyesore. 

==================================== 

IN OUR COMMUNITY--Girl Scout 

Troop #71363 is stocking and maintaining a 
“Hygiene Library,” located on the lawn near 

the parking lot facing Royalton Road. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

TO HOLY WEEK 
March 29

th
: Palm Sunday  

April 2: Maundy Thursday 

April 3: Good Friday 

April 5: Easter Sunday 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

FREE LUNCH FOR ALL--Wednesdays    

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Our Free Lunch for All Program 

was awarded a grant of $3,500 

from the Deaconess Foundation! 
 

Please note: If the Strongsville City Schools are 

closed due to inclement weather on a Wednesday, 

the Free Lunch will not be served on that day. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WOMEN’S 
FELLOWSHIP— 
 

Women Fellowship will once 

again celebrate pi Day by 

providing pies for coffee 

hour after worship on Sunday, March 15
th

.  All 
ladies who would like to bring a pie before church 
or help serve pie after our church service are most 
welcome! 

For our March meetings, we will make “People 

Chow” for Easter with Sally Herzog in our 

church kitchen: 

Monday, March 16
th

, at 7pm 

Wednesday, March 18
th

, at 1pm 
We will sell the delectable treat, which is also 
known as “Puppy Chow,” after 

worship on the Sundays of March 

22
nd

 and March 29
th

. Just in time to 
fill those Easter baskets! 
As always, all ladies are welcome to 
attend any or all our events. 

============================== 
IMPORTANT INFO—Do you know 

where the AED and First Aid Kit are 
located in the church? They are adjacent 
to the doorway in Pilgrim Hall, just to the 
right of the confirmation classroom.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHURCH FAMILY CARE TEAM 
If you like to cook or bake or reach 
out to others in love . . . as winter and 
circumstances continue to make it 
hard to stay connected, your 
Diaconate would LOVE to have you 
be a part of our team! (You don’t 
need to be a member of the 
Diaconate to participate, and you may 
come and go as you are led.)  

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR LAST MONTH 

The altar flowers are given— 
February 1

st
  

In celebration of our Daughter-in-law Noebeth Reed's  
Birthday in January.  Love, George & Joyce Reed 

 

February 8
th 

 

In loving memory of our dads 
 Ingrid & Greg Dickson, Irene & Jim Joyce 

 

February 15
th

 
 

In celebration of our Granddaughter Hilary's 
Birthday on the 14

th
.  All our love, Grandpa 

George and Grandma Joyce Reed 

February 22
nd

  
In loving memory of William J. Foley 

From All the Foley Family 
Happy 11

th
 Birthday to Penny & Oliver 

Love, Mom & Dad 
 

 

THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2026 IS POSTED 

IN PILGRIM HALL. Please sign up for fresh 
flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one or 
just for yourself. Cost is $36 for two vases; $18 
for one. We have openings for the second half 
of the year. 

=========================================== 

STEEPLE LIGHTING 
 

 Week of February 1
st

                                     

Honoring our church officers  
who have served this past year. 

In loving memory of Erik O. Jannsohn 
Love, his kids, grandkids, and great-

grandkids 
In loving memory of John Maringer 

 

Week of February 8
th

                      
Happy Birthday on February 9

th
 to Walter McKane--With 

love, Grammy   

Week of February 15
th

                 
Happy Birthday to Barbara Craig on February 18

th
  

With love, Mom 
 

Week of February 22
nd

               
Happy Birthday to Pam Craig today and to Larry Wentz 

on February 28 (29
th
)! With love, Mom  

 

In loving memory of Susan Stevenson Tressa 
 

To light the steeple, the minimum donation is 
$5.00. Multiple dedications are welcomed for each 

week. Please email strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who lights our steeple! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THREE WITH GLEE! 
Capital Campaign: We currently have 
$60,456.08 in our capital campaign 
account after paying $2,500 for the 

painting of PIlgrim Hall. A new roof for Pilgrim Hall and 
the church building may be on the horizon. Things are 
happening, but we still have more projects on the list. 
Please make sure you designate your donation for 
“Capital Campaign.” Thanks for your continuing support. 
 

mailto:strongsvilleuuc@gmail.com
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THRIFT SHOP 
The Thrift Shop is OPEN every 

Thursday from 10 a.m. until 4 

p.m. Come and shop lots of 
interesting merchandise at amazing 

prices.  Donations are accepted during our 
Thursday sale hours, but please try to limit your 
donations to what you can carry downstairs. 

Please do not abandon items outside the 

church doors. 
THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, 
THE CHURCH, AND THE COMMUNITY FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT.   

If the Strongsville City Schools are closed due 

to inclement weather on a Thursday, the Thrift 

Shop will be closed on that day. 
============================================= 

CHURCH OFFICERS 2026 
 
 

*Elected February 1, 2026  
 
 

Moderator: Rachel Zielinski *  

Vice-Moderator:  Herb Hampson* 

Treasurer: Sally Herzog    Clerk: Judy Gaumer*   
 

Sunday School Superintendent: Linda Elkins 
    

Board of Trustees 
 Karen Bates Jen Barry*  Greg Dickson*  

Bill Giuliano*  Chris Goff    Les Fox*      Cathy Hawk     
Sandy Pogozelski*   Bill Robinson * Cheryl Sobek  

Alex Tomoff     Mike Willis    
 

 

Endowment Fund Subcommittee 
Linda Stepan*    Dave Williams*  

 

Diaconate 
Jean Bittinger   Elaine Coffey* Diana Creecy* 

Bobbi Cook   Wayne Cook    Judy Davis   
Judy Fox*    Pam Heimburger   Marsha Hemphill*  

Cindy Hurley*  Lynne McCray*   
Linda Ponstingle    Lora Rung    

 

 

Christian Education Committee 
Linda Elkins*   Colette Emerson*  Dale Hawk  
Sarah Hayes  Amanda Marshall*    Lora Rung    

 

 

Music Committee 
Karen Bates* Ingrid Dickson* 

Pam Keenen    Ken Mehalko     Mike Willis  
ex officio:  Sharon Heinrich   Tom Foley       Mike Elkins 

 

Stewardship Committee 
Ingrid Dickson      Sue Gigliotti*        Linda Stepan   

Rob Toth*   Sarah Toth   Dave Williams 
 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 
Jen Barry * Gina Cathcart  Bobbi Cook* 

Cathy Hawk   Sarah Hayes*    Lora Rung      
 Mary Willis  Mary Ellen Zimmerman 

-------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

THE CHURCH IN 

YOUR WILL. 
 

====================================== 

GIVING OPTIONS 
If you are interested in giving electronically, you can 
set up your giving through Bill Pay on your bank's 
website or on our church’s website: 

www.strongsvilleucc.com. You may also mail a check to 

The United Church of Christ (Congregational) 13740 Pearl 

Road Strongsville, OH 44136 or drop it off in the church’s 

mailbox.  

========================================== 

FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Gary Zielinski 
 

Below is a monthly report listing the budget 
income we need to receive from Pledges and 
Offerings and the amount received from 

February 1 through February 22, 2026.  

Thank you to everyone who supports our church and 

its ministries.  
 

       Offering Needed      $20,848.00 for 4 Sundays 
       Offering Received  $14,702.97  
                                     -($ 6,145.03) 
PLEDGE CARDS RECEIVED : 62 

============================ 
All checks to the church and its 

organizations should be made out to 

United Church of Christ or UCC or United 

Church of Christ (Congregational).  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

YOU CAN STILL PLEDGE FROM 

YOUR H.E.A.R.T.! 
Hospitality 

Engagement 

Activities 

Resources 

Time, Talent, & Treasure 

------------------------------------------- 
United Church of Christ 2026 Estimate of Giving 

 

In recognition of God's many blessings to me, I am happy to 
join with others in the following commitment for 2026: 
 

Name ____________________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________ 
 

I plan to give $___________ each 


week   month   other ____________   to be used for 
 

Our Congregation's Ministries and Operations
 $___________ 
 

Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) 
 $___________ 
 

I would like to talk with someone from the Endowment 

Committee about including the church or church-related 
institution in my Will. 
 

I would like to talk with someone about using the 

automatic deduction plan from my checking/savings account. 
 

Signed _______________________________________  
 
 Date ____/____/____ 
 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

Matthew 6:21 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/
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RETREAT REPORT 2026 
For the second year, we met at Inspiration Hills in 
Burbank, Ohio. We had 33 overnighters, with 7 
coming up for Saturday only and Tom Foley coming 
up for Sunday morning to provide worship music, for 
a total of 41 participants, one of the lowest number of 
attendees we’ve had in the 5 decades of Winter 
Retreats.  
We provided our own meals except for Breakfast and 
the Snack Table was bountiful: Eating is a BIG part of 
the fun of Retreat! 
We only had one first-timer: Carl Stewart, who came 
up for the day on Saturday; he was invited by Megan 
Johnson. Once again, Mary Fargo travelled from New 
York to enjoy the weekend with her sister, Sally 
Herzog. 
Nine of us went on an icy hike on Saturday morning, 
exploring the camp facilities before the thawing 
weather turned the landscape into mud. Rachel 
Zielinski organized Valentine cookie decorating on 
February 14

th
, and everybody was having so much 

fun, we skipped going out on a field trip this year. Of 
course, we played Crazy Bingo and some real 
treasures were won. On Saturday night, Rachel & 
Gary Zielinski oversaw a trivia game, which was won 
by “Can I Get an Amen?”(Evan Joyce & Jennifer 
Olivarez, Charles Jannsohn, Elena Joyce, Kristen 
Burgess, and Bryana Joyce) in a real come-from-
behind victory. Everyone had a great time, but we 
were discommoded by the backup of the sewer 
system that services Cherry Lodge. Camp Director 
Andrew Kaufman came out late at night to snake the 
main line and then called in a professional who 
snaked the drain out to 300 feet—to no avail. 
Because we Retreaters are adaptable and infinitely 
understanding, we made it work by walking up the hill 
to use other facilities. Andrew removed the Saturday 
night Cherry Lodge charge from our bill. The cost of 
the Retreat is subsidized by the Official Board and 
this year, we had the money from October’s Pig 
Roast to offset much of the cost. 
Once again, the weekend was filled with laughter, joy, 
and connection among our church family members.  
For 2027, Erik Joyce would like to bring back model 
rockets as an activity (in memory of Bill Fraunfelder), 
so get building and mark your calendar for 
Valentine’s/Super Bowl/President’s Day weekend: 
February 12-14, 2027 and join in the fun! 

EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
You may choose lilies, hyacinths, or tulips (no color 
choice). To order, please email the church or turn in this 

form prior to the deadline of Friday, March 20, 2026 at 

NOON. The cost is $8.00.   
 
Wording for bulletin: 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Given by:  
_____________________________________________ 
 
 (# of plants) Lilies ____________(x $8)    
 
                     Tulips ___________ (x $8) 
  
                     Hyacinths ________ (x $8) 
   

         Total amount due:    $____________ 

□ I will take my plant(s).   

□ I will leave my plant(s) for             

someone who needs some cheer. 
 

Please make your check payable to United Church of 
Christ, and call or email the church with your order. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Church Records               2026 Easter Flowers 

 
Total number of plants:  __________    
   
Amount enclosed:  $___________ 
 
Offering envelope number: _________      
 
Cash/Check No. ____________ 
 
Name:________________________________________  

____________ 
 

Order/payment deadline is  

Friday, March 20
th

 at NOON.  
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The United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) 

13740 Pearl Road 

Strongsville, OH 44136 

www.strongsvilleucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strongsvilleucc.com/

